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Editorial

RELIGIOUS liberty-what docs it
mean to Seventh-day Adventists in

1990? We have long defended the re-
ligious rights of our church members and
even of nonchurch members. Many mem-
bers over the years have faced severe
Sabbath problems, and our Religious Lib-
erty Departments have usually interceded
successfully with unions and manage-
ment, sometimes even in the courts.

But now we come to the end of our
mission. In the final days of the world and
of the church's history we find ourselves
as unprepared as was the Hebrew church
to receive their Saviour. From our very
beginnings we have adhered to God's
counsel, not to go to law. The Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy are very clear on
this most important subject.

"I speak to your shame. Is it so, that
there is not a wise man among you? no,
not one that shall be able to judge be-
tween his brethren? But brother gocth to
law wilh brother, and that before the
unbelievers. Now therefore there is ut-
terlya fault among you, because ye go to
law one with anolher. Why do ye not
rather take wrong? why do ye not rather
suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay,
ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your
brethren," 1 Corinthian 6:5-8

"When they consider themselves in-
jured by their brethren, some will even
go to law instead of following the
Saviour's rule. Even many who appear
to be conscientious Christians are
hindered by pride and self-esteem from
going privately to those they think in
error, that they may talk the matter over
in the spirit of Christ and pray for one
another. Contentions, strife, and law-
suits between brethren are a disgrace to
the cause of truth. Those who take such a
course expose the church to the ridicule
of her enemies and cause the powers of
darkness to triumph." Testimonies, vol.
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5, 242. "I saw men linking up anm in anm
with lawyers, but God was not in their
company. Having many ideas regarding
the work, they go to the lawyers for help
to carry out their plans. 1 am commis-
sioned to say to such that they are not
moving under the inspiration of the
Spirit of God." Ibid., vol. 8, 69
This counsel is clear. How can we

misunderstand? As we approach these
climactic days of frightful events, we
know that religious liberty, on which
America was founded, is soon to be
restricted, and that all faithful, loyal and
obedient Seventh-day Adventists will
suffer persecution for their faith. "Yea,
and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution." 2 Timothy 3:12

We are told by the Lord's messenger
that we have more to fear from within
the church than from without, and that
our worst persccutcrs will be apostatized
Seventh-day Adventist laity, leaders and
pastors. See Selected Messages, book I,
122; Testimonies, vol. 5, 463. ')\5 the
storm approaches, a large class who
have professed faith in the third angel'S
message, but have not been sanctified
through obedience to the truth, abandon
their position and join the ranks of the
opposition. By uniting with the world
and partaking of its spirit, they have
come to view matters in nearly the same
light; and when the test is brought, they
are prepared to choose the easy, popular
side. Men of talent and pleasing address,
who once rejoiced in the truth, employ
their powers to deceive and mislead
souls. They become the most bitter ene-
mies of their former brethren. When
Sabbathkeepers are brought before the
courts to answer for their faith, these
apostates are the most efficient agents of
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them,
and by false reports and insinuations to
stir up the rulers against them," The
Great Controversy, 608

What a tragedy it will be to see a
Seventh-day Adventist Church member
witnessing in court against his friend and
fellow church member! But it will hap-
pen, and the stage is even now being set.

What is happening to us as God's
remnant church? In these closing hours

of probation for both the church and the
world the Lord's last day prophet tells us:
"The sin of ancient Israel was in

disregarding the expressed will of God
and fsllowing their own way according
to the leadings of unsanctified hearts.
Modem Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of the
Lord is as surely resting upon them,"
Testimonies, vol. 5. 94
"In concluding this narrative, I

would say that we are living in a most
solemn time. In the last vision given me,
I was shown the startling fact that but a
small portion of those who now profess
the truth will be sanctified by it and be
saved. Many will get above the simplic-
ity of the work. They will confonm to the
world, cherish idols, and become spiritu-
ally dead. The humble, self-sacrificing
followers of Jesus will pass on to perfec-
tion. leaving behind the indifferent and
lovers of the world.

"I was pointed back to ancient Israel.
But two of the adults of the vast army
that left Egypt entered the land of
Canaan. Their dead bodies were strewn
in the wilderness because of their trans-
gressions. Modem Israel are in greater
danger of forgetting God and being led
into idolatry than were His ancient
people. Many idols are worshiped, even
by professed Sabbathkeepers. God espe-
cially charged His ancient people to
guard against idolatry, for if they should
be led away from serving the living God,
His curse would rest upon them, while if
they would love Him with all their heart,
with all their soul, and with all their
might, He would abundantly bless them
in basket and in store, and would remove
sickness from the midst of them." Ibid.,
vol. 1,608-609

The judgments of God are in the
land. The signs of the times are ominous.
The peace-and-safety cry echoes and
re-echoes through our troubled world.
Our religious liberty will soon be but a
memory, and Sunday laws will at last
become a reality. Let us appreciate,
guard, and make the most of our liberty
now while we still are able. I!!I

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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Religious
Liberty

an advantage which it is our duty to
prevent.

We should diligently study the Word
of God, and pray in faith that God will
restrain the fX>wers of darkness, for as
yet the message has gone to compara-
tively few, and the world is to be light-
ened with its glory. The present truth-
the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus-has not yet been sounded as it
must be. There are many almost within
the shadow of our own doors for whose
salvation no personal efforl has ever
been made.

We are not prepared for the time
when our work must close. We must take
a finn stand that we will nm reverence
the first day of the week as the Sabbath,
for it is not the day that was blessed and
sanctified by Jehovah, and in reverenc-
ing Sunday we should place ourselves
on the side of the great deceiver. The
controversy for the Sabbath will open
the subject to the people, and an oppor-
tunity will be given that the claims of the
genuine Sabbath may be presented.

THE MINDS of the people of God
have been bewildered, and they

have not discerned that Satan was steal-
ing a march upon thcm, eXUlting that he
could employ their voice and pen upon
matters of minor importance, and so
keep them from warning the people of
their danger. There are many who, if
they understood the spirit and the result
of religious legislation, would not do
anything LO forward in the least the
movement for Sunday enforcement.

But while Satan has been making a
success of his plans, the people of God
have failed at their post. God had an
earnest work for them to do, for the
honor of His law and the religious liberly
of the people are at stake. Yet the watch-
men failed to discern the deceptions of
the enemy that they might give the trum-
pet a certain sound in season to have
some decided inOuence.

AL the time of the trouble in the church
and college at Bailie Creek, in 1882, I was
in Healdsburg, California, and my soul
was in agony as I pleaded with God to

arouse His people that they might not be
ignorant of Satan's devices. God would
have us see and realize the weakness and
depravity of men, and put our entire trust
in Him. tCfor we wrestle nol against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore
take unto you the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand." Ephe-
sians 6:12-13

There are many who are at ease, who
are, as it were, asleep. They say, "If
prophecy has foretold the enforcement of
Sunday observance, the law will surely be
enacted," and having oome to this conclu-
sion they sit down in calm expectation of
the event, comforling themselves with the
thought that God will protect His people
in the day of trouble. But God will not
save us if we make no efforl to do the
work He has committed to our charge. We
must be found faithfully [doing our duty
as] vigilant soldiers, lest Satan shall gain

Ellen G. White
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We must be baptized with the Holy Spirit, and
then we shall not sit down, saying
unconcernedly, "What is to be will be.
Prophecy must be fulfilled."

Blindness and disloyalty to God so pre-
vail that His law is made void, but the
psalmist says of such a condition, 'lIt is
time for thee, Lord, to work: for they
have made void thy law." Psalm 119:126

It is time for God's people to work as
never before, because of the increase of
wickedness. The God-fearing, command-
ment-keeping people should be diligent,
not only in prayer, but in action; and this
will bring the truth before those who
have never heard it. The world is over-
borne with falsehood and iniquity, and
those whom God has made the depositar-
ies of His law and of the pure religion of
Jesus must be determined to let their light
shine. If they do nothing to disabuse the
minds of the people, and through ig-
norance of the truth our legislators should
abjure the principles of Protestantism,
and give countenance and support to the
Roman fallacy, the spurious sabbath,
God will hold His people, who have had
great light, responsible for their lack of
diligence and faithfulness. But if the sub-
ject of religious legislation is judiciously
and intelligently laid before the people,
and they see that through Sunday en-
forcement the Roman apostasy would be
re-enacted by the Christian world, and
that the tyranny of past ages would be
repeated, then whatever comes, we shall
have done our duty.

The man of sin thinks to change times
and laws. He is eXalting himself above
God, in trying to compel the conscience.
But God's people should work with per-
severing energy to let their light shine
upon the people in regard to the law, and
thus to withstand tbe enemies of God and
His truth. When the law of God has been
made void, and apostasy becomes a
national sin, the Lord will work in behalf
of His people. Their extremity will be His
opportunity. He will manifest His power
in behalf of His church.

When in Healdsburg the Lord
wrought upon me mightily; I could not
rest, and I asked the Lord to give me
strength to meet my brethren again in
general conference, and I would set these
things plainly before them. I would not
shun to declare to them the whole counsel
of God. While you have been allowing
your minds to be diverted from the very
work that God would have you do, and
have been doing that which He has not
called you to do, Satan has exulted, and
has carried on hiswork with all diligence.
You have neglected the testimonies that
the Lord in mercy sent to incline your
feet in the right path. Some of you have

utterly refused these words of warning.
You have been strong in your own ideas,
set in your own ways, and you would not
heed reproof or receive correction. The
powers of darkness were mustering their
forces. Satan was stirring men with a
power from beneath that he might out-
general the armies of Israel and take the
field. We have lost much time and many
precious opportunities, and Satan has had
things his own way.

I promised the Lord that if He would
give me His presence I would attend the
next General Conference and would
speak the words He should give me. I
felt that if I was permitted to stand
before you again I must have the pres-
ence of God with me as Moses had when
he led the children of Israel through the
wilderness, that my words might have
power with you who have been partially
blind to the importance of our time and
work. I felt that I would make every
effort in my power to urge our brethren
to seek the Lord while He is to be found,
to call upon Him while He is near. I
would show them that unless they were
imbued with the Spirit of God they
could do no good in their work. Their
coldness, their lukewarmness, was an
offense to God. They must walk in
Christ's light or Satan would put his

blinder before their eyes and they would
call light darkness and darkness light.

I tell you now that you must have
divine enlightenment. If you do not seek
this, Satan will set up his hellish banner
right in your homes, and you will be so
blinded to the real nature of his deceptions
that you reverence it as the banner of
Christ. If you seek God with contrition of
soul, His angels will be round about you,
and will minister to you, helping you to
discern between the sacred and the rom-
mono But a nominal faith, a nominal
religion, will find no favor with God.

It has been clearly presented before
me that many who now preach the truth
have never been converted. They need to

have Christ the hope of glory formed
within them. They need pure, undefiled
religion; then they will not glorify poor,
erring mortal man to his injury and with
loss to their own souls. We need, oh, so
much we need, the deep movings of the
Spirit of God in all our hearts.

My brethren, we must have Jesus
enthroned within, and self must die. We
must be baptized with the Holy Spirit,
and then we shall not sit down, saying
unconcernedly, "What is to be will be.
Prophecy must be fulfillcd." Dh, awake,
I pray you, awake! for you bear the most
sacred responsibilities. As faithful
watchmen you should see the sword
coming, and give the warning, that men
and women may not pursue a course
through ignorance that they would avoid
if they knew the truth. The Lord has
enlightened us in regard to what is com-
ing upon the earth that we may enlighten
others, and we shall not be held guiltless
if we are content to sit at case, with
folded hands, and quibble over matters
of minor importance. The minds of
many have been engrossed with conten-
tions, and they have rejected the light
given through the Testimonies because it
did not agree with their own opinions.
God will not work a miracle to convince
these rebellious ones of the truth of the

Testimonies, and compel them to ac-
knowledge His message. He has given
sufficient evidence for their faith, and it
is only the stubbornness of the natural
heart that prevents them from acknowl-
edging the light.

God does not force any man into His
service. Every soul must decide for him-
self whether or not he will fall on the
Rock and be broken. Heaven has been
amazed to see the spiritual stupidity that
has prevailed. You need individually to
open your proud hearts to the Spirit of
God. You need to have your intellectual
ability sanctified to the service of God.
The transforming power of God must be
upon you, that your minds may be re-
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Satan is sweeping the whole world into his
ranks, and the few who are faithful to God's
requirements are the only ones who can ever
withstand him; and even these he is trying to
overcome

newed by the Holy Spirit, that you may
have the mind that was in Christ.

If the watchmen sleep under an
opiate of Satan's, and do not recognize
the voice of the true Shepherd, and do
r.:>t take up the warning, I tell you in the
fear ofGod they will be charged with the
blood of souls. The watchmen must be
wide-awake, men who will not slumber
at their post ofduty, day nor night. They
must give the trumpet a certain sound,
that the people may shun the evil and
choose the good. Stupidity and careless
indifference cannot be excused. On
every side of us there are breakers and
hidden rocks which will dash our bark in
pieces and leave us helpless wrecks,
unless we make God our refuge and
help. Every soul should now be distrust-
ful of self. Our own ways, our own plans
and ideas, may not be such as God can
approve. We must keep the way of the
Lord to do His will, making Him our
counselor, and then in faith work away
from self.

Light must come to the people
through agents whom God shall choose,
who will give the note of warning, that
none may be in ignorance of the pur-
poses of God or the devices of Satan. At
the great heart of the work Satan will use
his hellish arts to the utmost. He will
seek in every possible way to interpose

himself between the people and God,
and shut away the light that God would
have come to His children. II is his
design to keep them in ignorance of
what shall come upon the earth.

All should be prepared to hear the
signal trumpet of the watchman, and be
ready to pass the word along the walls of
Zion, that the people may prepare them-
selves for the conOict. The people must
not be left to stumble their way along in
darkness, not knowing whal is before
them and unprepared for the great issues
that are coming. There is a work to be
done for this time in fitting a people to
stand in the day of trouble, and all must
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act their part in this work. They must be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ,
and be so fortified by the truth that the
delusions of Satan shall not be accepted
by them as genuine manifestations of the
power of God.

Brethren, years have passed in which
every professed follower of Christ should
have been engaged in most earnest work
to press back the armies of the powers of
darkness. Years have been lost because the
people ofGod were not closely connected
with the source of all power. For years
past every soldier of Christ should have
been equipped for the warfare, prepared
to meet and avert the dangers that threaten
our liberties. The Word ofGod is to be our
defense. We are to search the Scriptures as
never before. We are to contend for the
faith once delivered to the saints, and turn
from our dependence upon man. We are to
idolize no man, exalt no man, but let God
be our fear and our dread.

I call upon you as Christ's ambassa-
dors to take your feet out of the path
they are now in, for it is not the path of
duty or of safety. Repent before God that
you have not been faithful watchmen,
standing unitedly in the work for the
salvation of souls. lell the people the
time of night. lell the faithful and true
that the morning cometh; tell the slothful
and ease-loving, and those who are

working on the enemy's side, that the
night cometh. Years have been lost, bUI
will you now awake? Will those in re-
sponsible positions take in the situation,
or will they, by their indifference and
inactivity, say to the people, "Peace and
safety"? May God help every one to
come up to the help of the Lord now.

The watchmen have been asleep, but
may God granI that they may not sleep
the slcep of death. Let all who are stand-
ing upon the walls of Zion give the
trumpet a certain sound. II is a solemn
time for God's people, but if they stand
close by the blccding side of Jesus, He
will be their defense. He will open ways

that the message of light may come to
the great men, to authors and lawmakers.
They will have opportunities of which
you do not now dream, and some of
them will boldly advocate the claims of
God's downtrodden law.

The word of the Lord has come to us
in positive notes. Will you hear and obey?
Says the prophet Isaiah, "Cry aloud, spare
not, lift up thy voice like trumpet, and
shew my people their transgression, and
the house ofJacob their sins." Isaiah 58:1.
Who is doing this at this time? Because of
the backslidings of God's people, living
faith has become almost extinct. The deep
movings of the Spiril of God are not
manifested among us as God would be
pleased to manifesl His grace. How long
will this state of things continue?

Inslead of increased power as we
enler the perils of the last days, weakness,
dissension, and strife for supremacy, are
apparent. But ifwe had a connection with
the God of heaven we should be mighty
in Him, and yet we would walk with all
lowliness of mind, having self hid in
Jesus. But now both spiritual and natural
feebleness and death arc depriving us of
workers. God alone, by His Holy Spirit,
can arouse us from the slumber of death.
There is now need of earnest working
men and women who will seck for the
salvation of souls; for Satan as a powerful
general has taken the field, and in this last
remnant of time he is working through all
conceivable methods to close the door
against light that God would have come
to His people. He is sweeping the whole
world into his ranks, and the few who are
faithful to God's requirements are the
only ones who can ever withstand him;
and even these he is trying 10 overcome.
Much upon these things has been shown
to me, but I can present only a few ideas
to you.

Go to God for yourselves; pray for
divine enlightenment that you may
know that you do know what is truth,
thai when the wonderful miracle-work-
ing power of Satan shall be displayed,
and the enemy shall come as an angel of
light, you may distinguish between the
genuine work of God and the imitative
work of the powers of darkness.

Ministers may do a great work for
God if Jesus abides in the heart by faith.
"Without me," says Christ, "ye can do
nothing." John 15:5. I would that I had
the power to present before you your
sacred, solemn responsibility. Unless
you fall upon the Rock and arc broken,
unless Chrisl shall put His mold upon



Brethren, God is working for us, and I feel
deeply in earnest that not one ray of
Heaven-sent light may be regarded with
indifference. God's communication to man is
to be appreciated and cherished

you, these words will not be heeded. You
are too self-sufficient, too self-satisfied
to feel that such words are needed. But
they are truth. Has not God made you
the depositaries of His message? And
has He not additional truth to reveal to
His people, if they will carefully search
for it as for hid treasure?

The ministers ofGod should be able to
bring forth from the treasure house of His
Word things new and old. "Educate, edu-
cate, educate," said the angel. "Give the
people the truth. Lift up Jesus before
them. Lead them in the path east up for the
ransomed of the Lord to walk in. Give
them line upon line, and precept upon
precept, here a little, and there a little.
Never cease to study the Bible for your-
selves, that you may in an intelligent
manner present to the understanding of
the people that which is to be."

The word was spoken to me, "Speak
to the people all the words that I shall
give thee. 'MIke up the mighty men. Let
them become fUlly aroused, that they
may with pen and voice stir up the
people to whom God has given great
light, that they may let their light shine
forth in clear, steady rays to the world. A
world is 10 be warned; and when the
third angel's message gocs forth with a
loud cry, minds will be fUlly prepared to
make decisions for or against the truth."

The great charge is to be made by
Satan and his evil angels, united with evil
men who will fix their destiny by making
void the law ofGod in the face ofconvinc-
ing evidence from His Word that it is
unchangeable and eternal. The very time
of which the prophet has written will
come, and the mighty cry of the third
angel will be heard in the earth, His glory
will lighten the world, and the message
will triumph; butthosewhodo not walk in
its light will not triumph with it.

It is now too late in the day for men 10
please and glorify themselves. Ministers
of God, it is too late to be contending for
the supremacy. The solemn time has come
when ministers should be weeping be-
tween the porch and the altar, crying,
"Spare thy people, a Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach." JocI2:17. It is
a day when, instead of lifting up their
souls in self-sufficiency, ministers and
people should be confessing their sins
before God and one another. The law of
God is made void, and even among those
who advocate its binding claims are some
who break its sacred precepts.

The Bible will be opened from house
to house, and men and women will find

access to these homes, and minds will be
opened to receive the Word of God; and
when the crisis comes, many will be
prepared to make right decisions even in
the face of the formidable difficulties that
will be brought about through the decep-
tive miracles ofSatan. Although these will
confess the truth and become workers
with Christ at the eleventh hour, they will
receive equal wages with those who have
wrought through the whole day.

There will be an army of steadfast
believers who will stand as firm as a rock
through the last test. But where in that

army are those who have been standard-
bearers? Where are those whose voices
have sounded in proclaiming the truth to
the sinning? Some of them are not there.
We look for them; but in the time of
shaking they have been unable to stand,
and have passed over to the enemy's
ranks. Christ says to him who feels his
weakness, "Let him take hold of my
strength, that he may make peace with
me; and he shall make peace with me."
Isaiah 27:5

The power of God is waiting the
demand of earnest faith. The Lord Jesus
has been coming near to us in this con-
ference. I thank God for the heartbreak-
ing I have seen in the ministers' prayer
meetings. The Lord has been moving
upon the hearts of ministers that they
might lay hold of His strength. But for
some reason, the very ones who most
need the influence of these meetings
have not been present. The very ones
who most need to drink at the fountain
of life, who ought to stand in the fore-
front in our ranks, have not received the
power that God has been willing to
bestow upon them. The future will tell
the results of failing to improve these
precious morning meetings. Day after
day has passed, and some have not
humbled their souls before God. Oh, will
the Lord pass them by? They are the
ones most in need of hearing every word
the Lord has for them.

Those who would now help souls
destitute of wisdom, sanctification, and
righteousness, must themselves have on
the whole armor of Christ's righteous-
ness: for we can never lead the people to
an experience of which we are not par-
takers. Those who have not tasted of the
rich blessing ofGod will make little of the
blessings that others have received. The
light which God is giving to His people
may be slighted, refused, rejected, but it is
thus treated at great peril to men's souls.
Brethren, God is working for us, and I feel
deeply in earnest that not one ray of

Heaven-sent light may be regarded with
indifference. God's communication to
man is to be appreciated and cherished. If
we do not appreciate the light of heaven,
it will be our condemnation; our position
will be similar to that of the Jews when
they rejected the Lord of life and glory.

I hope the words I have spoken will
not go out of your heans, like water out of
a leaky vessel. I have not spoken to you
my own words. I promised the Lord that
if I were permitted to meet with you again
Iwould not withhold the truth, although it
might not please you all. I know there are
some that will be benefited, and in the day
ofreward the faithful overseer, the faithful
shepherd of the flock, will receive a crown
of glory. I entreat you, for Christ's sake,
do not let the spiril of the enemy take
possession of you, and the work be
marred in consequence in your hands.

We very much desire the help of Elder
Littlejohn. God has not released him from
the work. We very much desire that Elder
Smith shall have the powerof the grace of
Christ with him at every step, that he shall
have Christ as his counselor; for Satanwill
surely seek to leave upon his mind impres-
sions that will be detrimental not only to
his own soul but 10 the flock of God. He
has had a part in the work almost from its
very beginning. The third angel'S message
will triumph. Oh, that Elder Smith may
lriumph with it, and may have the full

continued on 27

Fcbru."lry 1990 Our Fiml FOllndation 7



mankind. As such, the law was always
right and demanded the first and highest
allegiance of all subjects.

The contest between Christianity and
Rome was not therefore a contention
between religious sects or parties, but
between antagonistic principles. On the
part of Christianity it was the proclama-
tion of individual liberty in matters of
conscience. Countering this idea was the
Roman idea of the absolute absorption
of the individual into the State for the
higher good. These concepts shared no
common ground, and between the op-
posing principles there could be no com-
promise, only conflict.

These were the principles Jesus
addressed when the lawyer approached
Him seeking to entrap Him. "Jesus said
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the
first and great commandment." Matthew
22:37-38. This commandment is not
first because it is the first given, but by
its very nature. Just as soon as there was
a created intelligent being, he owed his
first and supreme loyalty to the Creator
in the most absolute sense. In keeping
with this principle, the first responsi-
bility of every person is to his Creator.
Jesus continued: "And the second is

like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself." Matthew 22:39. Just as with
the first, this law is absolute and uncon-
ditional, and as the first must by nature
be first, so also the second is by its very
nature second. As soon as there was a
second created being, just so socn the
law of absolute equality was established.

These laws of our existence establish
the truth that there is no such thing in the
abstract sense as a principle ofgood, and
one of evil; but rather that God is good,
and to choose to separate from Him is
the only evil. This truth Jesus expressed
to the rich young ruler. ':-\nd he said unto
him, Why callest thou me good? there is
none good but one, that is, God: but if
thou wilt enter into life, keep the com-
mandments." Matthew 19:17

Acknowledgment of a higher than
human authority, however, carries with
it a dependence and a corresponding
Obligation, a situation quite intolerable
to the natural heart. Romans 8:7. To
escape this responSibility, men very
early left divine order out of their reck-

Jack Kendall serves as director of the Truth
for Today Bible corresp01,dellce school alld
as administrative assistant to Ron Spear..

God or Caesar?
T HE ROMAN Empire was the most

sublime and absolute expression of
power the world has ever known. It
stands a monumcni to human greatness,
the likeness of which has never been
rivaled.

According to Roman thinking, the
State was the expreSSion of the people,
and as such was the highest expression
of good. It was out of this higher good
that all other benefits pertaining to
humanity found their basis. This concept

led to the maxim Vox populi, vox dei-
the voice of the people is the voice of
God. It was, therefore, perfectly logical
that as this voice expressed the will of
the supreme deity, and as this will was
reflected in law, Roman law was thought
to be an expression of the highest good.

In such a system, there was mani-
festly no place for individuality. What
the majority said should be, as expressed
in the voice of the Senate, was the voice
of God, and thus was for the best of all
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To the degree that the authority of God is lost
sight of, the freedom of true government is
disregarded. And in its place men strive to
exercise authority and power over the mind and
will of others

ooing (Romans 1:21-23), leading to the
elevation of idols in the place of God.

As the idols lacked a way of making
known their will, it fell to their creators
and worshipers to make that will known.
Initially, professing to act as the viceroy
of their gods, and under the fa<;ade of
worship, they sought to exercise over
others the will of their gods. The gods,
however, were but the product of men's
minds, an extension of their own will
and desire. In carrying out the professed
will of their gods, they were but project-
ing that which from the very beginning
had been but their own ideas, imposing
their own desire on OIhers in a bid for
domination and control.

This choice of separation and op-
position to the divine will was accom-
panied by arrogance and oppression.
The outworking of these principles,
early demonstrated in the experience of
Cain and Abel, very quickly became the
way of life for the greater part of
mankind. Having separated themselves
from the rule of God, they presumed to
govern each other, and in so doing, put
themselves in the place of God. This
perversion of the natural order led to
such continued violence that men killed
and persecuted those who opposed
them, until the whole earth was filled
with violence. Anarchy became univer-
sal and so fixed in man's nature that the
waters of the Flood were required to
quench it.

But a few generations passed until
the same principle was again firmly es-
tablished. It was again proved that to the
degree that the authority of God is lost
sight of, the freedom of true government
is disregarded. And in its place men
strive to exercise authority and power
over the mind and will of others.

Ultimately this form of government
led to the establishment of an absolute
monarchy-the full assertion of man in
the place of God. And history, as it
relates to general principles and not to
details, is but a succession of these at-
tempts upon the grandest scale possible
to make good the arrogant claim of man
to stand in the place of God.

As one universal government suc-
ceeded another, each increased in
despotic power until it rcaehed its zenith
under the rule of Rome. In Rome, when
the Senate, which represented the
people, was merged in the imperial
power, and the emperor became the em-
bodiment of the State, representing the
dignity and power of the State, the ob-

vious and natural result was the attach-
ing of the status of divinity to the
Caesars.

Against this universal expression of
power, before which the whole world
bowed in submission, there was heard in
the hills of Galilee a voice proclaiming
the everlasting truth of individual free-
dom for all. For in the fullness of time
Christ came; not to reveal a set of in-
spirational themes, but a transcendent
reality, the reality of truths as yet un-
comprehended, but nevertheless fixed
and firm. He was to dispute this univer-
sal concept of government, and reassert
the everlasting principle of the freedom
of the individual with regard to his rela-
tionship to his God.

When Jesus came, He came to the
one peeple who were the repoSitories of
truth, the one people who were most
resistant to this expression of domina-
tion, and who professed the greatest
desire for freedom from tyranny. He did
nOl, however, come in exactly the way
that met with the expectations of the
religious thought leaders of His day.
And, though initially disappointed, they
could nOl be absolutely certain but that
He might develop into a tool to be used
in their struggle against the tyranny of
Rome. With this end in mind, for a time
they studied His course, without taking
any positive action against Him. As time
passed, however, it became apparent,
that He was nOl going to make any great

demonstration in His own favor. estab-
lishing Himself upon the throne of the
nation. Instead, He continued quietly
teaching and healing the people, doing
good everywhere He went. Slowly the
realization that He was nOl in any way
going to fulfill their expectations
dawned upon them. Already the in-
fluence He exerted had received such
widespread acceptance that their power
and influence was rapidly being eroded.

Though they despised Him, it was
obviously too late to think of ordering

Him not to preach or teach. They knew
very well that neither He nor the multi-
tudes would listen. There remained,
however, a way--a means by which
their purpose might be accomplished,
allowing them to maintain their place
and dignity as the repositories of truth
and the chosen of God.

In their thinking equating themselves
and their position with the very exist-
ence of the nation and of the church
itself became very easy. Accordingly
they concluded, "If we let him thus
alone, all men will believe on him: and
the Romans shall come and take away
both our place and nation.... Then from
that day forth they took counsel together
for to put him to death." John 11 :48, 53

Subject as they were to Roman
authority, to earry out this plan required
the co-operation of Roman civil power.
They joined the Herodians-they
wanted and needed political power,
power which they themselves despised,
but which, if they were to achieve their
purpose and retain their authority, they
must have. Although they despised
Herod and hated Rome, they hated Jesus
even more. Possible control by the
State, hated and despised as it was, they
feared still less than their loss of stand-
ing and authority with the people.

In the church the Pharisees and the
Herodians stood at opposite poles. The
Herodians were named thus because
they were the apologists of Herod as

king of Judea. Because he was king by
direct appointment of Rome, and only
by Roman power maintained his posi-
tion and authority, for anyone to be his
partisan and apologist was to be even
more a partisan and an apologist of
Rome.

''And they were filled with madness;
and communed one with another what
they might do to Jesus. And it came to
pass in those days, that he went out into
a mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God." Luke 6:11-12.
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While they were plotting, He was pray-
ing. They were courting political power,
He was praying for the power of God.
They were putting their dependence
upon the power of man and upon eanhly
governments; He was putting His whole
dependence upon the God ofheaven and
eanh.

The Pharisees were the conservators
of the purity of the church and of the
truest loyalty to God. As such, they
were extreme andmost uncompromising
in holding to the separation of the
church from the Roman State, and from
everything associated with it. They
could not fail. however, to appreciate
that Jesus in His teaching of truth was
striking directly at their abuse of power
and authority, and that if He were not
stopped, their hypocrisy would be ex-
posed. If they were to maintain their
authority and position, Jesus must be
silenced, even if the help of civil author-
ity was required.

"Then went the Pharisees, and took
counsel how they might entangle him in
his talk. And they sent out unto him
their disciples with the Herodians." ')\nd
they watched him, and sent fonh spies,
which should feign themselves just men,
that they might take hold of his words,
that so they might deliver him unto the
power and authority of the governor."
Matthew 22:15-16; Luke 20:20; em-
phasis supplied

That they might save themselves and
the nation, they would destroy Him who
was the Saviour of their nation. The
issue in question: Was salvation by the
faith in the power ofGod, or by the force
of eanhly government? "Men fall into
error by staning with false premises and
then bringing everything to bear to
prove the error true. [n some cases the
first principles have a measure of truth
interwoven with the error; but it leads to
no just action; and this is why men are
misled. They desire to reign and become
a power, and, in the effon to justify their
principles, they adopt the methods of
Satan." Testimonies, vol. 7, 181

Finally they arrested Christ and
proceeded to carry out their plans. They
led Him to Annas, and then to Caiaphas,
then to Pilate, then to Herod and back to
Pilate. Pilate twice sought to have them
judge Chrisl themselves; but they re-
plied that they could not enforce upon
Him the sentence they desired. Church
censure was not what they desired, but
rather enforcement of a civil penalty-
death.
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When, after having insisted six times
that he found no fault in Him, Pilate
spoke of releasing Jesus, the rulers of the
people in their desperation urged their
final plea ofloyalty to Caesar and Rome,
questioning the loyalty of Pilate himself.
"If thou let this man go, thou art not
Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh him-
self a king speaketh against Caesar."
John 19:12

Pilate then took the judgment seat,
and the rulers demanded that Jesus be
crucified. Pilate said, "Shall I crucify
your King?" In an utter renunciation of
God and all that He had ever done for
them, they replied: "We have no king but
Caesar." ''And they crucified him." John
19:15,18

That they might rid themselves of the
perceived threat to their authority that
they saw in Jesus, they had been willing
to charge with high treason both Jesus
and Pilate-Pilate, if he let Jesus go, and
Jesus, when Pilate sat in judgment on the
case.

For anyone to sel himself up as king,
or even to make any pretensions of SUCh,
was at this time high treason. Tiberius
ruled, and once having secured himself
in his position, there was no enormity
that he would not commit. Any disre-
spect, any slight or indifference, any
carelessness shown toward any symbol
of Roman authority, however uninten-
tional, was considered high treason.

The Jews were the most unruly of the
Roman subjects, and the Galileans were
the most turbulent of the Jews. When
the Jews threatened to accuse Pilate,
implied in their threat was "Here is a
Jew, and a Galilean at that, who has set
Himself up as king of the Jews. By our
own prosecution. we have found Him
guilty and want nothing to do with Him.
If you refuse to hear this case, allowing
Him to escape us, we will inform Ti-
berius that a Galilean Jew set Himself up
as king and you sanctioned His kingShip,
despite the fact that we ourselves re-
jected Him." Pilate clearly saw the impli-
cations of their argument. Were he to
release Jesus, his death would be certain.

So it was that the greatest crime ofall
time was made possible only as it was
cornmilted by the union of church and
state, the church using its power to make
effective ils position and authority.
"Organizations, institutions. unless

kept by the power of God, will work
under Satan's dictation to bring men
under the control of men; and fraud and
guile will bear the semblance of zeal for

truth and for the advancement of the
kingdom of God. Testimonies, vol. 7,
18G-181

The story does not end here, for the
leaders of the people, in their effons to
save the nation, destroyed it in the end.
Of a truth these words were written

for our admonition. "The trials of the
children of Israel, and their altitude just
before the first coming of Christ, have
been presented before me again and
again to illustrate the position of the
people of God in their experience before
the second coming of Chris!." Review
and Herald, vol. 2, 367

Their effons to save the church and
the nation only made sure its final de-
struction. It was but a question of time.

"The question of religious liberty
needs to be clearly comprehended by our
people in more ways than one. With
outslretched arms men are seeking to
steady the ark, and the anger of the Lord
is kindled against them because they
think that their position entitles them to
say what the Lord's servants shall do
and what they shall not do." VIe Up-
ward Look, 227

There is a principle established and a
lesson to be learned, and it is this: When
those who professes to have Ihe gospel
seek to establish their position and
authority by using civil power, they have
by that very action conceded thai they
are destitute of the true power of God.

"When God shall work His strange
work on the earth, when holy hands bear
the ark no longer, woe will be upon the
people. Qh, that thou hadst known,
even thou, in this thy day, the things that
belong unto thy peace! Qh, Ihat our
people may, as did Nineveh, repent with
all Iheir might and believe with all their
hean, that God may turn away His fierce
anger from them." Testimonies, vol. 5,
77-78

When men deny the power of God,
choosing in its place their own power,
they have by lhis very action, if nol in
words, proclaimed to the world Ihat they
have no king but Caesar. And God, who
ever protects man's freedom of choice,
though it be wilh greatest regret, must
acknowledge the decision made. I!I



The
Nature
of
FOR THE Christian, truth involves

the consciousness ofChrist's revela-
tion through His life, and His revealed
works of creation. Truth is established
upon at least eight primary premises.

1. The Eternal Existence of God and
Christ
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel

from everlasting, and to everlasting."
Psalm 41:13
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel

from everlasting to everlasting; and let
all the people say, Amen, Praise ye Ihe
Lord.." Psalm 106:48
"Yea, before the day was I am he; and

there is none that can deliver out of my
hand: I will work, and who shall let it?"
Isaiah 43:13
"But now is made manifest, and by

the scriptures of the prophets, according
to the commandmeDi of the everlasting
God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith." Romans 16:26
"I am Alpha and Omega, the begin-

ning and the end, the first and the last."
Revelation 22:13

2. The Infinite Knowledge of God
"I have declared, and have saved, and

I have sbewed, wben tbere was no
strange god among you: tberefore ye are
my witnesses, sailh the Lord, that I am
God." Isaiah 43:12
"Declaring tbe end from tbe begin-

ning, and from ancient times the things
tbat are not yet done, saying, My counsel
sball stand, and I will do all my pleasure:
calling a ravenous bird from tbe east, the
man tbat executetb my counsel from a
far country: yea, I bave spoken it, I will

also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I
will also do it." Isaiah 46:10-11

3. The Creatorship of God
"In the beginning God created the

heaven and the earth." Genesis 1:1
"Remember the sabbath day, to

keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour,
and do all thy work: but the seventh
day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God:
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-
servant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh
day: wherefore the Lord blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it." Exodus
20:8-11

things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that
was made." John 1:3

4. The Absolute Truthfulness of God
"In hope of eternal life, which God,

that cannot lie, promised before the
world began." Titus 1:2

"That by two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie,
we might have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon Ihe
hope sel before us." Hebrews 6:18

S. The Revelation of God's Truth in
the Holy Bible
"Surely the Lord God will do noth-

ing, but be revealelh bis secret unto his
servants tbe propbets." Amos 3:7

scripture is given by inspiration
ofGod, and is profitable for doctrine, for

Colin Standish

reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness." 2 Timothy 3:16

6. The Eternal Endurance of God's
Truth

"But the word of the Lord endureth
for ever. And this is the word which by
the gospel is preached unto you." 1 Peter
1:25

"For his merciful kindness is great
toward us: and the truth of the Lord
endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord."
Psalm 117:2
"For verily I say unto you, Till

heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled." Matthew 5:18

7. The Unchangeable Nature of God's
Truth

"For I am the Lord, I change not;
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con-
sumed." Malachi 3:6

"And it is easier for heaven and earth
to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail."
Luke 16:17

8. The Revelation of God's Truth
Through Christ in Human Flesh

"For in him dwellelb all tbe fulness
of tbe Godbead bodily." Colossians 2:9

tbe Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we bebeld his
glory, tbe glory as of tbe only begotten
of tbe Fatber,) full of grace and truth."
Jobn 1:14

There was a time when almost all
Christians gave at least lip service to tbese

Colill D. Stalldish, foullder ofHartlalld IlISti-
tute, serves as its president.
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To the Christian, truth, like God Himself, is
absolute. It is established upon the immutables
of God's law and His Word

principles, but that time has long since
passed. As a result of the effons of higher
criticism and textual criticism, every one
of these pillars of the Christian faith has
been undermined. This undermining is
true even in conservative Christian
churches where, step by insidious step,
Satan has been able to inftltrate the minds
of the theologians and through them,
those of the pastors in training. Thus an
alarmingly increasing number of those
who are preaching and teaching to the
congregations are no longer presenting
the certainties and verities which Christi-
anity has long upheld. Unfonunately, not
even fundamentalist churches are without
those who openly or covertly are under-
mining the faith ofGod's children in these
important principles.

One of the most alarming results of
this insidious attack upon truth has been
that so many today give allegiance to a
mixture of truth and error. Few have
accepted the full pagarustic system of
error, which is logical and cohesive, but
built upon the deceptive principles of
the archenemy. At the same time, truth is
also logical and cohesive, but those who
mix truth and error face the awkward
situation of having no systematic logic
in their presentations. Their messages,
therefore, tend to be weak, confusing,
and unimpelling.

The following points are imponant:
1. The truth of God is an organic

whole, each part inseparably con-
nected to the other. To modify, change,
or deny a pan of the truth, inevitably
affects the whole. Thus, unless truth is
complete we have placed ourselves on
Satan's territory. God can deal only with
absolute truth. Satan has the advantage
of being able to establish his falsehoods
on any admixture of truth and error.

2. Truth does not necessarily
imply complete human under·
standing. Some deeper issues of truth
may defy finite understanding this side
of the kingdom. For example: God is a
personal being, but also a Spirit; God is
the absolute Sovereign of the universe,
and yet He allows human freedom; God
has taken the responsibility of providing
salvation opponunities for all, and yet
the Bible clearly indicates the impor-
tance of the witness of His people to the
salvation of others.

3. God's revealed truth is the par-
amount basis for all human under-
standing. It is the paradigm by which all
other claims to truth are tested, and
therefore some of the major issues and
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counterfeits to truth will require signifi-
cant discussion.

a. The source of truth. The Greek
philosophers, such as Plato, claimed that
truth was innate in man, whereas theWord
of God presents truth as a developing
consciousness of God and His will and
purposes in human life. The pagan con-
cept established man as his own savior,
and claimed godlike understanding. Such
concepts have permeated the humarustic
fabric of philosophy and, of course, are
deeply imbedded within the New Age
concepts of the present day. Th the fai thful
Christian, truth is resident, not in fallen
humaruty, but in Jesus Christ.

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me." John 14:6

b. The nature of knowledge. The
Greek pagan view assumed that knowl-
edge and vinue are inseparable, and thus
Socrates could present the dictum "Th
know is to do." The Christian concept,
however, derived from the Word ofGod,
holds to the belief that to know is a
necessary but not a sufficient cause of
right human action. Thus, James could
say,

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do
good, and deeth it not, to him it is sin."
James 4:17

The Christian acknowledges the cen-
trality of knowledge. Willful ignorance is
strongly condemned in the Word ofGod.

"How shall we escape, if we neglect
so great salvation?" Hebrews 2:3

Paul also emphasized the inseparable
link between faith and knowledge.

"So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God." Ro-
mans 10:17

Jesus emphasized that the Spirit of
God leads the earnest seeker to truth.

"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth." John 16:13

The Christian knows that his eterrtal
destiny is predicated, not only on knowl-

edge, but also on a translation of that
knowledge to a deep, loving relationship
with God and his fellow man. Thus Paul
declares:

"The love of God is shed abroad in
our heans by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us." Romans 5:5

Funher, Peter places this relationship
in the practical sphere of Christian liVing.

"Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure
hean fervently: being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and
abideth forever." 1 Peter 1:22-23

Seventh-day Adventists have long
denied the concept of the innate good-
ness postulated by the pagans.

lilt is impossible for us, of ourselves,
to escape from the pit of sin in which we
are sunken. Our heans are evil, and we
cannot change them.... Education, 'bul M

ture, the exercise of the will, human
effon, all have their proper sphere, but
here they are powerless. They may pro-
duce an outward correctness of be-
havior, but they cannot change the heart;
they cannot purify the springs of life.
There must be a power working from
within, a new life from above, before
men can be changed from sin to holiness.
That power is Christ. His grace alone can
quicken the lifeless faculties of the soul

and atlract it to God, to holiness.... The
idea that it is necessary only to develop
the good that exists in man by nature is a
fatal deception." Steps to Christ, 1&--19

c. The nature of truth. For many
Christians today, truth is seen as relative,
contingent upon social mores and situ-
ationalism. Situational ethics claims that
time, place and circumstance become the
primary consideration of what is truth,
and what is right. To the Christian, truth,
like God Himself, is absolute. It is estab-
lished upon the immutables of God's
law and His Word. Scripture declares:



Now is the time, as we see the unbelievable
fulfillment of the prophetic utterances of the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, to realize that
the truth delivered to the Adventist Church is
more relevant today than it has ever been

"I am the Lord, I change not." Mala-
chi 3:6

Peter declares that the Word of God
liveth and abideth forever. 1 Peter 1:23.
If truth is relative, then it becomes the
pawn of human decision and interpreta-
tion, subject to variations not only in
times and circumstances, but also in the
emotions and deceptive motives of man.
It is essential that Christians understand
from one generation to another the uni-
versality of truth and its abiding prin-
ciples for living.

d. The Theory of Truth. There are
many who view truth from the strict,
idealistic viewpoint that has led to the
deification of man, and to pantheistic
principles.

There is a view built upon the innate
goodness ofman, that ifman is allowed to
grow in a natural environment, he will
seek after those things that are good.
Other views, equally wrong, perceive
tru th from the viewpoint ofman'sinterac-
tion with his environment. These views
assert that man has no inborn tendencies
to good or evil, and that he is purely the
pawn of his environment. He is what he is
because of the sum total of all the en-
vironmental experiences he has had since
conception. Such a view deprives man of
choice and decision, and by its very nature
denies the individual's responsibility for
his actions. The premise of these two

philosophies is that truth does not tran-
scend man himself. The innate-goodness
concept would limit man to the confines
of his own inborn knOWledge and would
deprive him of the infinite wisdom of a
divine Creator.

The second view, often called the
empiricist view, that man responds to his
environment without choice or decision,
limits truth to the confines of individual
experience, again depriving him of access
to the wisdom of the divine Creator. For
the true Christian, truth is seen from the
viewpoint of the supernatural, which de-
fines a special relationship between God

and man. This view sees man, not as being
confined to his own experiences, or in-
born insights, but as having, through
God's Word the available wisdom of the
universe from the infinite and all-wise
Creator. This concept further sees man's
potential life as infinite through hope in
the return of the resurrected Saviour.

There is no question that Seventh-
day Adventists began with the true
Christian concepts of truth. The pioneers
saw truth as absolute, residing in God
and available to man through the re-
vealed Word. While they recognized that
in this life only small segments of the
infinite wisdom of God was available,
they understood that it was their role to
take hold of all the revealed truth of
God: to know it, to believe it, to live it,
and to proclaim it. Although they recog-
nized that they could not know all truth
(a prerogative of God alone), they held
that all they believed must be truth.

Truth was the basis upon which the
pioneers of the Adventist Church de-
veloped their clear insights into the rele-
vant truth of the end time, and thus they
coined the term present truth. Present
truth was not simply precious truth, but
it was defined in terms of the great
fundamental pillars of the everlasting
gospel to be given before the return of
Jesus Christ. Ellen White wrote in Early
Writings, 63:

"There are many precious truths con-
tained in the Word of God, but it is
((present truth 11 the flock needs now. I
have seen the danger of the messengers
running off from the important points of
present truth, to dwell upon subjects that
are not calculated to unite the flock and
sanctify the soul. Satan will here take
every possible advantage to injure the
cause.

"But such subjects as the sanctuary,
in connection with the 2300 days, the
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus, are perfectly calculated to explain
the past Advent movement and show

what our present position is, establish
the faith of the doubting, and give cer-
tainty to the glorious future."

Thday among many, both laity and
ministry, there is an uncertainty con-
cerning this truth. The uncertainty has
often given way to indecision. But now
is the time, as we see the unbelievable
fulfillment of the prophetic utterances of
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, to
realize that the truth delivered to the
Adventist Church is more relevant today
than it has ever been. It is the everlasting
gospel of Revelation 14:6-7, which will
be taken to every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. It is this truth that
will lead to true love for God and man.

"Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure
heart fervently." 1 Peter 1:22

It is the same truth that sanctifies and
prepares God's people for the unity by
which the Holy Spirit will be entrusted
to His people.

"Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth." John 17:17

for their sakes I sanctify my-
self, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth." John 17:19
Thus, Ellen White has said:
"There is no sanctification aside

from truth-the Word." Fundamentals
ofChristian Education, 432

There has not been a time when truth
has been more important. Satan seeks to
deceive the entire world in these last
moments of earth's history. The truth of
the gospel must be given in unadulterated
terms. The study of God's Word is of
absolute importance, for only those who
fortify their minds daily by the Word of
God will be able to stand in the day of test
and trial ahead. It is true that Jesus prom-
ised that His very elect would not be
deceived. SeeMatthew 24:24. His faithful
will have been fortified by the truth, so
that the Holy Spirit can bring to mind that
which will be the answer to every devising
and deception of the wicked one.

The cry for love is meaningless and
empty unless it be pivoted upon the truth
of the Word. Seventh-day Adventists
were known as "people of the Book."
That ideal needs to become a reality in
the life of every church member. Real
truth presented to the mind by the Holy
Spirit will lead to a sanctified love that
will motivate all to take to the world the
glorious, final invitation of Jesus. I!!!i
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cold; springing in luxuriance by the riv-
erside, yet flourishing also in parched
ground. It sends its roots down deep
among the rocks of the mountains and
defies the tempest. Its leaves are fresh
and green when all else has died from
winter's cold. Above all other trees, the
cedar ofLebanon stands for strength and
firmness. It is a symbol of the true
Christian: "The righteous ... shall grow
like a cedar." Psalm 92:12. What a
goodly cedar every Christian would be-
come if he were rooted and grounded in
the truth, firmly united to the Eternal
Rock, Christ Jesus!'

When Christ is enthroned in the
heart, that fretful, peevish look will dis-
appear. Others will see a person reflect-
ing Christ's image, and will realize that
he is surrounded by a pleasant, holy
atmosphere. The world will see that
amid storms of abuse and trials he stands
unmoved, like the lofty cedar.'

David said: "The righteous shall
flourish like the palm tree." Psalm 92:12.
Standing upright on the burning desert,
the palm tree is a beautiful picture of
what a true Christian is in earth's desert
of sin. Picture a weary traveler in the
scorching desert, his water spent, his
strength almost gone. He despairs of life,
when, 10, in the distance he sees a palm

Martha Montgomery Odom, for many years
a secretary and researcher with rhe Ellen G.
White Estate, writes from her reriremeIU
home in Cha/fanooga, Tennessee.

In summer, as we gaze with admiration
on the distant landscape of mountains
and valleys covered with their mantle of
green we may not easily distinguish be-
tween the evergreens and other trees.
But when the cold of winter comes and
its icy blasts strip the oaks, maples, and
other deciduous trees of their foliage, the
evergreens are readily discerned. They
remain unchanged. Their lovely green
contrasts with the barc) brown branches
of the other trees.

So with church members. When all is
going well, the falsehearted professor
may not be distinguished from the
genuine Christian. But in the time of trial
and persecution the halfhearted and hyp-
ocritical may waver and yield the faith,
but the true Christian will sland firm as a
rock, his faith even stronger and his
hope brighter than in the days of pros-
perity. The person who truly loves God
with all his heart is one of the Lord's
evergreen trees.

Just as "there are life-giving proper-
ties in the balsam of the pine, in the
fragrance of the cedar and the fir"l so the
Christian carries with him an influence
that brings courage and blessing to those
about him. A wholesome atmosphere
surrounds his soul. He carries a heavenly
fragrance wherever he goes. He is a
spiritual evergreen.2

Let us think for a moment of the
cedar tree. It is found wherever humans
live, from the arctic regions to the tropic
zone, rejoicing in heat yet braving the

IMartha M. Odom I

Evergreen
Christians

BOTH the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy are full of beautiful im-

agery. Jesus linked sublime spiritual
truths with everyday facts of nature: the
grass, the lily, the wheat and the tares,
the shepherd and the sheep, to mention
only a few.

In Isaiah 61:3 God's children are
called "trees of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord." Christians like
trees? Yes, in many ways. They develop
from seeds of truth sown in the heart;
they grow upward toward heaven; and
they bear fruit.
Trees may be divided roughly into

two general groups: those that lose their
leaves in winter and those which do
nOl-the deciduous and the evergreens.
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tree, green and flourishing. He takes
hope, knowing that that which gives life
to the palm tree will cool his fevered
lips. As the palm tree draws its nourish-
ment from deep living waters beneath
the desert, so the Christian draws rich
supplies of grace from the fountain of
God's love and can guide lost souls to
the living waters, of which they may
drink and live.'

Truly, Christians may be represented
by the palm tree. Like Enoch, they are
surrounded by evil influences, yet their
faith takes hold of the Unseen and they
walk with God, drawing strength from
Him to withstand the moral pollution
surrounding them. Like Daniel, they are
virtuous amid the ungodly. Faith, like
the roots of the palm tree, draws spiritual
nourishment from the Fountain of life.'

Christians may also draw inspiring
lessons from the Scotch fir tree. It re-
quires less soil for its roots than does any
other tree. Amid barren rocks it finds
sufficient nourishment to keep it fresh
and green in winter as well as in the
summertime. With the least amount of
earth, it towers above all the other trees
of the forest. Christians, like the fir tree
with little soil about its roots, constantly
reach heavenward, drawing their nour-
ishment from above. "The hidden nour-
ishment that comes from God is returned
to Him in purest service."6

Our brief years in this world are
given us in which to prepare for heaven.
At best this life is the Christian's winter.
The bleak winds ofWinter-trials, disap-
pointments, pain and problems-are our
lot here. But our hopes reach forward to
the Christian's summer, when all wintry
blasts and fierce storms will be left be-
hind. When Christ comes, all sorrow and
suffering will be at an end. That will be
the Christian's summer. All true
tians, who have stood like evergreens in
this world of sin, will be taken to those
mansions Jesus has gone to prepare for
those that love Him.'

Let us all now strive, with the Lord's
help, to be His evergreen Christians. I!!J

1 The Ministry 0/Healing, 264
2 Sec The Sanctified Life, 11; The Greal Con-
troversy, 602; My Life Today, 50

J See Patriarchs and Prophets, 450; The Seventh-
day Adventist Dible COn/melllury, vol. 3, 1151

4 See Testimo'lies, vol. 4, 348
S Sec The Seventh.day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 3,1151; Education, 11

(; Sec The Upward Look, 259
7 See The Seven/ll.day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 988; Life Sketches, 239-240

Our Firm Foundation gets better all
the time and we look forward to every
issue. The messages are a real blessing to
us and very timely and inspire us to
search the Bible and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy even more for answers and for ad-
monition in these trying times. The Lord
is really using all of you to bring Present
Truth to the people. Our prayer is that He
will continue to bless you.

The "Celebration" theory is being
brought to the -- Conference. We
have a son and his family living in--
and they were asked to have the music
for a special meeting on changing the
order of church selVices. Our son was
quite in favor of it and thought it was a
good idea. We have sent him some infor-
mation on it and thought he should read
the article "Pentecostalism" by Colin and
Russell Standish [December 1989].
Please pray for our children.
-HC, \\\lshington

I can't thank you enough for whatOur
Firm Foundation has done for me. I thank
God for the day I picked up that ftrst copy
and read it. I had been heading in the
wrong direction for so long, having been
influenced by the New Theology in the
church today. You have turned me back to
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy to
study them for myself. I have been a
subscriber for over a year now and
wouldn't be without the paper.
-RS, Thnnessee

Keep up the good work. We need
more articles on how to prepare our-
selves spiritually for Christ's coming
and for the time of trouble just ahead. It
is at once frightening and terribly excit-
ing knowing we are living in the last
remnant of time. God help each one to
be ready.
-RIC, Alabama

Thank God for a man who is not
afraid to cry aloud, spare none (in love).
We need more Joshuas, more Calebs.

Jesus is ready to come, the time of
trouble is at our back door. Where are
the watchmen? May Ood continue to
bless you as you cry aloud as a true
watchman.
-ON, Pennsylvania

Your magazine has been a wonderful
blessing to our home. It has helped to
awaken us out of our sleep and realize
what perilous times we're living in. We
thank the Lord for your articles of truth.
Our subseription is about ready to run
out and we don't want to miss one issue.
Enclosed is our check and our sincere
thanks.
-AG,Maine

The issue dealing with education was
truly inspiring to us. My wife and I have
been teaching for the denomination a
number of years. We have sadly watched
ourselves drift farther from the "blue-
print" as an organization. We have felt
the sting of rebuke and indifference as
we have tried to hold up the standard.
This is God's work and He will bring
about a good work in His own time. We
are glad to be allowed to have a part in it.
May God bless your efforts abundantly.
-Thacher

I want to express my sincere gratitude
for all your efforts and hard work in
pUblishing Our Finn Foundation. I have
been an Adventist for about five years,
but I can truly see the "straight testi-
mony" in your magazine. This has been a
continual source of inspiration. Reading
Our Firm Foundation has truly brought
me closer to our Lord, our firm founda-
tion Jesus Christ. For this I am thankful.
-DG, California

I really love your magazine. It in-
spires me so to be a better Christian.
-AR, Pennsylvania

I've been subscribing to Our Firm
Foundation for about a year and a half
and I feel it's the finest magazine ever
put out. I look forward each month to its
arrival. I save my copies for study over
and over.
-BIC, Colorado

Just a word to let you know that I
have appreciated Our Firm Foundation.
Keep up the good work. I read Our Firm
Foundation with interest. I believe we
are at the entry of the world's great
crisis.
-JM, Missouri
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Liberty ofConscience and the Everlasting Gospel
GOD LOVES liberty of conscienee

with an unfathomable love. A rev-
erential esteem for this freedom is en-
graved so deeply on His marvelous
eharacter that Christ chose to go to
Calvary to guarantee this inalienable
right to creatures as yet unereated.
"From the beginning, God and Christ
knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of
the fall of man through the deceptive
power of the apostate.'" yet They chose
to create beings whom They knew
would apostatize, and would occasion
the tortured death of Christ, the God-
man. Why were these beings created?
Because God loved freedom of con-
seience so much that He did not let His
foreknowledge prevent Him from creat-
ing them. Jesus will forever bear human
nature and the scars from Calvary as an
eternal, living, testimony to His undy-
ing affection for freedom of conscience.
What a breadth of perspective this sacri-
ficial love grants regarding the depth of
the character of God! Throughout the
ceaseless ages ofeternity we will seek to
plumb the depth of God's love for lib-
erty of conscience.

The history of the great controversy is
the aecount of the struggle over liberty of
conscience. Jesus described the issue of
true freedom in John 8:31-36: "Then said
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Jesus to those Jews which believed on
Him, If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know
the truth and the truth shall make you free.
They answered hi In, We be Abraham's
seed, and were never in bondage to any
man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made
free? Jesus answered them, Verily, verily,
I say unto you, l¥hosoever C011vnuteth sin
is the servant of sin. And the servant
abideth not in the house for ever: but the
Son abideth ever. Ifthe Son therefore shall
make you free, ye slwll be free indeed."
Emphasis supplied in all quotations.

There are at least two dimensions to
liberty of conscience. One dimension is
freedom of choice. The choices which
the creature makes with reference to
salvation result in life or death. The Holy
Spirit seeks to bring the individual's will
to the point where he can choose to be
fully surrendered to the Spirit's control.
These are simply the facts of life. The
second dimension, which directly relates
to the first, is the dimension of freedom
from sin through victory in Christ, ver-
sus slavery to sin which ultimately leads
to destruction of the power of choice
(the first dimension).

Those who seek to reflect fully the
character of Christ will themselves ever
exhibit a deep and profound love for the

IBab Trefz I

personal exercise of liberty of con-
science, the sign of their union with
Christ, as well as fully respect the liberty
of conscience of others.

This history of the world is the history
of those who would be free from sin in
Christ being assailed by those who are in
slavery to sin. Those who prize that free-
dom from sin which Christ offers, prize
liberty of conscience. The opponunity to
practice this libeny without persecution
was won as the result of centuries of
struggle. Those who seek purification of
character through the righteousness of
Christ received by faith carryon stern
warfare against self. Those who decline
this inner struggle war against those who
seek purification ofhean and life through
Christ. For this reason historic, biblical
Adventism, based on the everlasting
gospel ofdeliverance from sin, will be the
only defender of religious liberty at the
end of time. All of the ooolition of Baby-
lon, the dragon (Spiritualism), the beast
(Roman Catholicism), and the false
prophet (apostate Protestantism) will hate
religious libeny. Babylon is in slavery to
sin, and being unable to understand. what

Bob Trefz is the founder and director of the
Biblical Study Institute itt Hermosa, South
Dakota.



The very beginning of the great apostasy was
in seeking to supplement the authority of God
by that of the church

),

t

true liberty is, will hate liberty of con-
science, because the conscience of the
faithful person cannot be controlled by
those who are under satanic power.

About two thousand years ago in a
Roman world that had no place for liberty
of conscience, with respect to Roman
law,2 and a Jewish world that had no room
for freedom of spirit, there was born the
God-man, Jesus Christ, who practiced
liberty of conscience. The story is re-
corded beautifully in The Desire ofAges
ofhow Jesus grew up practicing liberty of
conscience. He was a home sohooler, He
was often called in question by the rabbis,
He was threatened by His brothers, but He
always presented the Word of the living
God as justification for His practices,
trusting in the Word and truth of God.

God desires the will of all His crea-
tures to be free. Those in slavery to sin do
not experience this freedom. The cross of
Calvary took place because of the love of
God for liberty of conscience. Bound up
with the deepest levels of God's self-
sacrificing love, therefore, is liberty of
conscience in the highest sense.

"The only condition upon which the
freedom of man is possible is that of
becoming one with Christ. 'The truth shall
make you [ree;' and Christ is the truth. Sin
can triumph only by enfeebling the mind
and destroying the liberty of the soul.
Subjection to God is restoration to one's
self-to the true glory and dignity ofman.
The divine law, to which we are brought
into subjection, is 'the law of liberty.'
James 2:12." The Desire ofAges, 466

The gospel that declares the gospel of
Christ to free from the power of sin is the
gospel that values liberty of conscience.
This is precisely why historic, biblical
Adventism appreciates the value of liberty
of conscience, and why the forces of
apostasy hate it. Liberty of conscience
goes to the core of our being, the core of
the everlasting gospel of victory over sin.
Those who receive the seal of God at the
end practice this liberty, just as their
Master did. Those who receive the mark
of the beast seek to extinguish it. Con-
sequently religious liberty is a vital part of
the third angel's message. Victory over sin
is basic to the exercise of this principle.

How crucial is the message that his-
toric, biblical Adventism bears! It goes
far beyond our capacity to plumb. It is a
profoundly deep and healing message,
on which the destiny of souls turns.

The outpouring of the latter rain to fit
God's people for the crisis of the end
comes upon those who have experieneed

the early rain of victory over sin and
character development in Christ. "I saw
that none could share the 'refreshing'
unless they obtain the victory over every
besetment, over pride, selfIShness, love of
the world, and over every wrongword and
action. We should, therefore, be drawing
nearer and nearer to the Lord, and be
earnestly seeking that preparation neces-
sary to enable us to stand in the battle in
the day of the Lord." Early Writings, 7l.
"Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty." 2 CorinthiarlS 3:17. That Holy
Spirit is the Spirit that will be poured out
on God's people, without measure, as
they surrender themselves completely to
His control, bringing every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ.

"God calls upon you to assert your
liberty." Messages to Young People, 29.
Liberty of conscience must be exercised
in the home, the church, the nation, and
the world.

The undue assumption of authority by
the church, where the authority of God
should be, is basic to apostasy. "The very
beginning of the great apostasy was in
seeking to supplement the authority of
God by that of the church. Rome began by
enjoining what God had not forbidden,
and she ended by forbidding what He had
explicitly enjoined." The Great Con-
troversy, 289-290. Note how the apostasy
began-by supplementing -<ldding to--
the authority of God. This solemn warn-
ing tells US that the church must not

supplement the authority of God with its
own authority, and that the outoome of
such supplement of church authority ends
in the forbidding of what God has expli-
citly enjoined. In the gospel commission
"the disciples were to teach what Christ
had Iaught. That which He had spoken,
not only in person, but through all the
prophets and teachers of the Old lesta-
ment, is here includcd. Human teaching is
shut out. There is no place for tradition,
for man's theories and conclusions, or for
church legislation. No laws ordained by

ecclesiastical authority arc included in the
commission. None of these are Christ's
servants to teach.... Nothing that does
not bear His superscription is to be recog-
nized in His kingdom." The Desire of
Ages, 826. "There is to come no authority
from human minds that will in the least
degree interpose between him and God's
authority to lead, to guide, and to dictate."
Ellen G. White 1888Materials, 835

The reason that Ellen White wrotc
l1/e Great Controversy was to bring to
bear on the issues ofour day, at the end of
time, the lessons of history so that we are
alert to where these issues are leading. In
the great revival of the sixteenth century,
Martin Luther broke with Rome. When
accused of splitting Christendom, thus
threatening its existence at the very time
the Moslem powcr was seeking to over-
whelm it, his reply was that his defense
was in the Word of God. This is our
answer also to those who bring the
charge of divisiveness. Every system
which rejects ultimate surrender to the
Word of God and the Holy Spirit, also
suppresses liberty ofconscience, whether
it is heathenism, Romanism, the Charis-
matics, or the New Theology.

At the close of the Diocletian per-
secution (303-313 A,D.), Constantine
was hailed as a great hero and leader.
Had he not promoted freedom of re-
ligion, and toleration of Christianity?
What a deliverer! Within a few years,
however. on March 7, 321, there was a

Sunday law in place in the empire.
Under his emperorship the fateful union
of church and state took place bringing
on the Dark Ages. Might not the same
developments be taking place today in
Eastern Europe and elsewhere? We hear
the cry, "Liberty, Liberty!" but with a
very uncertain future, insecurity stalking
everywhere, and financial disaster
around the comer, might not these na-
tions seek security in the arms of Rome?
Malachi Martin, eminent theologian and
scholar of the Roman Catholic Church, a

February 1900 Ot4rFirm Founda,ion 17



defender of the Papacy, in his book, The
Jesuits, reveals that the SOlidarity labor
union is the pope's paradigm of how to
dcal with communismJ Look where that
crack in the wall has ultimately led in
Eastern Europe.

The Current pope is carrying on a
powerful movement within the Roman
Catholic Church which his supporters
call the "Restoration!'4 This program is a
mighty drive to return to the days of the
medieval Papacy when the pope was
supreme over the nations of the earth.
Related to this movement is another
called "integralism.'" This movement is
a drive to bring every aspect of life into
subjection to the Roman faith, as life was
in the Dark Ages of union of church and
state. We arc most assuredly living in
times of rapidly fulfilling prophecy.

"Il is the boast of Rome that she never
changes. The principles of Gregory VIl
and Innocent III arc still the principles of
the Roman Catholic Church. And had she
but the power, she would put them in
practicewith as much vigor now as in past
centuries." The Grear Controversy, 58l.
How sorrowful we are to read the sworn
affidavit of a high official in our church,

it is true that there was a period
in the life of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church when the denomination took a
distinctly anti-Roman Catholic viewpoint
... that altitude on the church's part was
nothing more than a manifestation of
widespread antipopery among conserva-
tive Protestant denominations in the early
part of this century, and the lalter part of
Ihe last, which has now been consigned to
the historical trash heap as far as the
Seventh-day Adventist Church is con-

The Spirit of Prophecy declares:
''As the Protestant churches have been
seeking the favor of the world, false char-
ity has blinded their eyes. They do nOl see
but that it is right to believe good of all
evil, and as the inevitable result they will
finally believe evil of all good. Instead of
standing in defense of the faith once
delivered 10 the saints, they are now, as it
were, apologizing to Rome for their un-
charitable opinion of her, begging pardon
for their bigotry.... A prayerful study of
the Bible would show Protestants the real
character of the Papacy and would cause
them to abhor and to shun il. ... A day of
great intellectual darkness has been shown
to be favorable to the success of the
Papacy. Il will yet be demonstrated that a
day of great intellectual light is equally
favorable for its success." The Great Con-
troversy,571-573
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What a challenge to call good, good;
and evil, evil! What a challenge to view
mailers as God does, in harmony with
the inspired Word! We love the Catholic
people, even the pope himself. The sys-
tem of popery which hates religious
liberty is, however, the anti-Christ, and
the "people need to be aroused to resist
the advances of this most dangerous foe
to civil and religious liberty." Ibid., 566

"Let the principle once be established
in the United States that the church may
employ or control the power of the state;
that religious observances may be en-
forced by secular laws; in short, that the
authority of church and state is to domi-
nate the conseience, and the triumph of
Rome in this country is assured." The
Great Controversy, 581. With amazement
we survey the rise of the religious right,
with its belief that our constitution does
nOl provide for separation of church and
state. With near disbeliefwe hear the chief
justice of our Supreme Court declare that
Thomas Jefferson's metaphor of a "wall
of separation between church and state" is
a metaphor based on bad history, a meta-
phor which has proved useless as a guide
to judging. Il should be frankly and ex-
plicitly abandoned.' With stunned amaze-
ment we view the spectacle of the remnant
church using the strong arm of the state to
imprison one who claims to be aminister
of the gospel'

Satan's strategy against the law of
God is revealed in the book The Great
Controversy: llIn seeking to cast con-
tempt upon the divine statutes, Satan has
perverted the doctrines of the Bible, and
errors have thus become incorporated
into the faith of thousands who profess
to believe the Scriptures. The last grcat
conflict between truth and error is but
the final struggle of the long-standing
controversy concerning the law of God.
Upon this battle we are nowentering-a
battle between the laws of men and the
precepts of Jehovah, between the re-
ligion of the Bible and the religion of
fable and tradition." Page 582

Amazingly, this struggle is being
rought out within the remnant church, as
it is going to be fought out across the
world. It is being fought out in the field
of theology, it is being fought out in the
field of religious liberty.

In perverting the doctrines of the
Bible, Satan has been laying his trap for
the remnant church for centuries. The
working out of these principles can be
seen, going all the way back to Augus-
tine's time and before. Satan has been

preparing his trap for the remnant
church, to neutralize the three angel's
messages, using a base of false doctrine
resting on fable and tradition.

In the 19505 there was a radical shift in
the theology of the remnant church, in the
19705 The Great Controversy position
regarding the Papacy was repudiated just
before a massive influx of the New The-
ology, in the 19805 religious liberty is
under attack and our beloved chureh uses
the strong arm of the state to enforce its
position, while the watching forces of
Babylon marshal themselves for the last
conflicl. We stand before the abyss. The
crisis of the last days is upon us.

The time has come to seek our God
with all the power that remains within
us. The time has come to live by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of
God. The time has come for a mighty
revival of primitive godliness.
"God's Word has given warning of

the impending danger; let this be
unheeded, and the Protestant world will
learn what the purposes of Rome really
are, only when it is too late to escape the
snare. She is silently growing into
power. Her doctrines are exerting their
influence in legislative halls, in the
churches, and in the hearts of men. She is
piling up her lofty and massive struc-
tures in the secret recesses of which her
former persecutions will be repeated.
Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is
strengthening her forces to further her
own ends when the time shall come for
her to strike. All that she desires is
vantage ground, and this is already being
given her. We shall soon see and shall
feel what the purpose of the Roman
element is. Whoever shall believe and
obey the Word ofGod will thereby incur
reproaCh and persecution." Ibid., 581

''And when these things begin to
come to pass, then look up, and lift up
your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh." Luke 21:28 iii
1 Ellen G. White, The Desire ofAges, 22
2 See A. T. Jones, The Two Repllblics, 142-153
) Malachi Martin, Tlu:Jesuirs, 46-47
4 See Penny Lcrnoux, The People o/God, 11
S Ibid., 42
6 Merikay McLeod lawsuit: page 4, Footnote #5,
Docket entry *84; EEOC vs. PPPA. C.74.2025·
CBR. Febru,'Y 6, t976

7 Cited on maoy back covers of rcccot Churc},
and Slate magazines

8 Pastor John Marik was arrested by federal
agents and imprisoned, December 15, 1989, as
the result of suit broughl against him by the
General Conference Corporation of Seventh·
day Advenlists. He was released on $25,000
bond on December 20, 1989.
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Those who receive and assimilate this Word,
making it a part of every act, of every attribute
of character, grow strong in the strength of God

I
I

SHOULD THE angel Gabriel be sent
to this world to take upon himself

human nature, and to teach the knowl-
edge of God, how eagerly men would
listen to his instruction. Supposing that
he were able to set us a perfect example
of purity and holiness, sympathizing
with us in all our sorrows, bereave-
ments, and afflictions, and suffering the
punishment of our sins, how eagerly we
would follow him! What exaltation he
would receive! Men would desire to
place him on the throne of David, and to
gather the nations of eanh under his
banner.

If, when this heavenly being returned
to his home, he should leave behind him
a book containing the history of his
mission, with revelations regarding the
history of the world, how eagerly would
its seal be broken! How anxiously men
and women would seek to obtain a copy!
Thinking people would store up the
precious instruction for the benefit of
future generations. Thousands from all
pans of the world would copy the words
of this book. With intense interest they
would read and re-read its pages. For a
time all other interests would be subordi-
nated to a study of its contents.

One Above the Angels

But one surpasSing all that imagina-
tion can present came from heaven to
this world. Nearly two thousand years
ago a voice of strange and mysterious
import was heard from the throne of
God, "Sacrifice and offering thou
wouldest not, but a body hast thou
prepared me. . .. La, I come ... to do
thy will, a God." Hebrews 10:5, 7

A prophet said: "For unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulders;
and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The Mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace."
Isaiah 9:6

Of Himself Christ declares, "Before
Abraham was, I AM." "I and my Father

3. The Incarnate Word
are one." "As the Father raiseth up the
dead, and quickencth them; even so the
Son quickeneth whom he will. For the
Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son." John
8:58; 10:30; 5:21-22

As Paul beheld Christ in His power,
he broke out into exclamations of ad-
miration and amazement: "Without
controversy great is the mystery ofgodli-
ness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on
in the world, received up into glory." "By
him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that arc in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by him, and for
him. And he is before all things, and by
him all things consist. . .. For it pleased
the Father that in him should all fulness
dwell." 1 Timothy 3:16; Colossians
1:16-17,19

The Voice of the Infinite

The Bible is God's voice speaking to
us, just as surely as ifwe could hear it with
our ears. Ifwe realized this, with what awe
we would open God's Word, and with
what earnestness we would search its
precepts. The reading and contemplation
of the Scriptures would be regarded as an
audience with the Infmite One.

Christ reproached His disciples with
their slowness of comprehension. They
were influenced by maxims and tradi-
tionary lore, so that the truths spoken by

11- --'
I

the greatest Teacher the world has ever
known were often lost truths to them.
Christ led them to realize that He had
put them in possession of truths of
which they little suspected the value.
Aftcr His resurrection, as He was walk-
ing to Emmaus with two of the dis-
ciples, He opened their understanding,
that they might comprehend the Scrip-
tures, so explaining the Old Testament
to them that they saw in its teaChings a
meaning that the writers themselves had
not seen.

Life and Light in the Word

Christ's words are the bread of life.
As the disciples ate the words of Christ,
their understanding was quickened.
They understood better the value of the
Saviour's teachings. In their compre-
hension of these teachings they stepped
from the obscurity of dawn to the radi-
ance of noonday.

So will it be with us as we study
God's Word. Our minds will be
quickened, and our understanding en-
larged. Those who receive and assimilate
this Word, making it a pan of every act,
of every attribute of character, grow
strong in the strength of God. It gives
vigor to the soul, perfecting the ex-
perience, and bringing joys that abide
forever. I!!

Ellell G. White, The Signs of the 1imes, vol.
4, 416. 71lis article is olle ill a series appear-
illg bet ....>eell March 21 amI October 17, 1906.
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Adventism
and

Part Four: January-June, 1989
Parts One through Three of Ihis

series have portrayed the considerable
influence of Waller R. Martin on the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Begin-
ning in the mid-1950s with Ihe confer-
ences which led 10 the publishing of
Questions on Doctrine, Mr. Martin fol-
lowed events and developments within
Adll enl;sm with a keen interest.
Throu.gh books, radio programming,
and television appearances, he pre-
sented to Ihe world his chosen under-
standing of what Adventists believe.
Not only 10 the world did he present
these views, but also /0 Adventists. The
last such opportunity during his life-
time fell on the twenty-sixth of
January, 1989.

PASTORS Dave Vandenburgh and
Larry Christoffel of the Loma Linda

Campus Hill Church had been consider-
ing the possibility of a church seminar on
cullS, and especially the "new-age" cults
which seem to have found haven to a
large extent in California. In the process,
it occurred to them that they might learn
something from the acknowledged
authority of the Evangelical world on the
subject. And so it was that they found
themselves journeying to San Juan Capis-
trano to meet \\\lller Martin.
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As Pastor Christoffel noted, how-
ever, "When we were actually in Dr.
Martin's office, we spent a lot of time
talking ahout Seventh-day Adventism.'"
Vandenburgh explained: "As we talked,
we got to talking ahout Adventism, and
about where it'S headed, where it's
coming from, where it is now, and we
found that Ken [Samples, a researcher
working at Martin's Christian Research
Institute] was ahout to do a major article
in the Christian Research Journal on
Seventh-day Adventists. It was, as he
told us, going to be a kind of re-assess-
ment of Seventh-day Adventism, in the
light of things that had taken place since
the publication [of Questions on Doc-
trine], since the discussions that took
place between Drs. Martin, Barnhouse,
and the General Confcrencc."2

This artiCle, "From Controversy to
Crisis: An Updated Assessment of
Seventh-day Adventism," was published
in the summer of 1988. Its appearance
sparked an interest in the minds of the
two Adventist pastors. Christoffel ex-
plains: "We were wondering if it was
possible to get a response to the article.
So, initially there was a contact made
with the [Lorna Linda University] School
of Religion, 10 see if there was an interest
in a response. We also contacted the

Dave Fiedler

Conference president to make sure that
they understood what we were doing.
And it was finally detennined that Cam-
pus Hill would have two meetings [with
Dr. Martin and his "lIssociate, Ken
Samples], one in which they would invite
the pastors [from Adventist Churches in
the surrounding area] for an interchange
[in the morning], and another one in the
afternoon [for the faculty of the School of
Religion].'" It is through these meetings
that we gain our last, and clearest,
glimpse of Adventism and \\\liter Martin.

At the beginning ofeach of these two
meetings Dr. Martin was given the floor
to make introductory remarks. As might
have been expected, he traced his
involvement with Adventists from the
time of the mid-1950s. Much of this
history we have already examined, but
some of what Martin had to say adds a
great deal to our picture of his under-
standing of Adventism.

"When we got to the time of
pUblication, it was agreed that my book,
The Truth About Seventh-day Advent-
ism, which they had read, and their book,
Questions on Doctrine, would be
equally distributed in Seventh-day Ad-
ventist bookstores. When the time came
for the publication of my book, the
General Conference reneged, and they



Any believer in historic Adventist truth
listening to such a presentation must have
found it extremely difficult to hold his peace

did not do what they said they would do.
lt brought Froom and Read and Unruh
and Anderson to us with sincere apolo-
gies for the facI that they felt they had
represented what the General Confer-
ence was now not willing to do. As a
result of that, we took all the shols from
the critics, on bolh sides of the fence,
and the General Conference took none
of Lhem."4

"I laugh today when I read some
Adventist publications, or aberrant Ad-
ventist publications, [which] say that I
twisted the arm of R. A. Anderson, L. E.
Froom, W. E. Read, and T. E. Unruh and
that my forceful, dynamic personality
backed them into a corner and somehow
or other whipped these poor old men
into shape and got them 10 sell Advent-
ism out to Evangelicalism.... [See
footnote for explanation of elipsis.]
That's pure garbage. And you have a
rare opportunity today. You're looking
al the only surviving eyewitness. I was
there. I heard what they said. I took
copious notes. I wrote a book on it, and
I'm reissuing that book, The TruthAbout
Seventh-day Adventism. l've got fOUf
publishers standing in line for iI, so
there's great interest in what we're going
to be say'jng.us

"The greatest joy in my life in
Adventism and my dialogues with them
was to be in the city of Jerusalem with
Roy A. Anderson in 1970 and to see Roy
Anderson serve communion to men who
wouldn't even look in his direction
twenty years before, and who are calling
him beloved brolher, and hugging him,
and introoucing him as the man who is
the head of Seventh-day Adventist
ministers throughout the world, a
brother in Chris\.

"That was worth everything. I'd do it
all over again just for that glorious
moment.''6

We see in these meetings a most
interesting picture. That Dr. Martin
was possessed of a quick mind is ob-
vious. That he was fully aware that
there were no other "eyewitnesses" yet
living who might contradict his testi-
mony is also clear. He had certainly not
overlooked his influence and the in-
fluence of his writings, and it would
seem that he wasn't particularly bash-
ful about reminding others of these
facts. And with all of this he combined
an often-expressed concern and love
for Adventists, most particularly those
who might be classed as Evangelical
Adventists.

Following the introouctory remarks
at the first meeting, the area pastors in
attendance were given opportunity to
submit wrilten questions. A number of
these-and tbe responses given by Dr.
Martin and his associate, Ken Samples---
arc very interesting.

Question: "Why don't you classify
Roman Catholicism as a cult since they
(a) do not believe in righteousness by
faith alone; (b) have an infallible inter-
preter of Scripture, which is to say the
church, or the pope; (c) [require]
confession to humans rather than GcxI
alone; and (d) [teaCh] many other
heretical doctrines?"

Martin: "Well, I have classified
Roman Catholicism as an apostate
church. I was educated by them. I
graduated from their schools. It has
apostatized in specific areas, and is
erroneous in some of the things you are
talking about right there. Yes. But it's
not classified as a cult because it affirms
the basic doctrines of biblical theology
and you can be saved as a Roman
Catholic, not as a Jehovah's Witness, not
as aMormon, not as a Mind Scientist, or
a New Ager ...."

Samples: "I think the problem with
Roman Catholicism essentially is that

they are not so much heretical in
structure, as in effec\. If you look at the
structure, if you look at the creeds,
they're orthooox, both by our standards
and yours."
Martin: "Ken is a fanner Roman

Catholic, so he speaks with a degree of
insight and knowledge.'"

Question: "The perception is by
some, that Questions on Doctrine repre·
sents a major theological shift which was
made by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in the 19505, a shift which many
people would like to repudiate. And the
understanding of others is that Ques-
tions on Doctrine simply reflected a
clarification of that which Seventh-day
Adventists had always said, and a ruling

out of those Ihings that Seventh-day
Adventists did not want to be labeled
with. So what was it? Was it a major
theological shift thaI took place in the
19505 and in which certain things were
given away. or was it, instead, a
clarification of things that Seventh-day
Adventists have been saying all along?"

Martin: "The people I dealt with
maintained that it was a clarification, that
their position could be defended from
Adventist writings, and they vigorously
maintained that they were not changing
anything which they thoughl was basic to
the Adventist message. I think they did,
however, admit- (and I can recall the
day it happened, when Dr. Murdoch and
Dr. Heppenstall were present, and the
question came up.) They had brought
them in because we were exegeting [in-
terpreting the biblical passages] on the
sanctuary doctrine, the holy place, the
Most Holy Place, and so forth in the
[book of] Hebrews. And George Cannon
accompanied me on these [occasions].
He's professor of Greek at Bethel Semi-
nary. He was then professor ofGreek and
Theology at Nyack Missionary College
and has a doctorate from Union Seminary
in Greek, and is a brilliant scholar. And
George, I remember, went head-to-head

with Dr. Heppenstall and Dr. Murdoch
with the Greek New Thstament there, and
they went line upon line through the text,
and as they got to the crucial point there,
everybcxIy was listening carefully to
what they said. Cannon looked at them
and said, 'There is just no sense debating
the issue any further. The teXl is clear. At
His resurrection, Jesus Christ entered
into the Second Apartment of the sanctu-
ary, into the Holiest of all, with His own
blocxI, having obtained eternal redemp-
tion for us. This could not, did not, take
place in 1844.'

'\<\lId the gentlemen looked very long
and hard, and Cannon said, 'The text says
He went into the Second Apartment,

continued on 30
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The Necessity ofCo-operationWith God
Part Two

Y E SEE THEN how that by works a
man is justified, and not by failh

only.... For as the body withoul the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also." James 2:24, 26. It is essential
to have faith in Jesus. and to believe you
are saved through Him; but there is
danger in taking the position that many
do take in saying, "I am saved." Many
have said: "You must do good works,
and you will live;" but apart from Christ
no one can do good works. Many at the
present day say, "Belicve, only believe,
and live." Faith and works go together,
believing and doing are blended. The
Lord requires no less of the soul now
than He required of Adam in Paradise
before he fell-perfect obedience, un-
blemished righteousness. The require-
ment of God under the covenant of
grace is j USI as broad as the requirement
He made in Paradise-harmony with
His law, which is holy, and just, and
good. The gospel docs not weaken the
claims of the law; it exalts the law and
makes it honorable. Under the New
"lCstament, no less is required than was
required under the Old Testament. Let
no one take up with the delusion so
pleasant to the natural heart, that God
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will accept of sincerity, no matter what
may be the faith, no matter how imper-
feCI may be the life. God requires of His
child perfect obedience.

In order to meet the requirements of
the law, our faith must grasp Ihe right-
eousness of Christ, a=pting it as our
righteousness. Through union with
Christ, through acceptance of His right-
eousness by faith, we may be qualified to
work the works of God, to be co-laborers
with Christ. If you are willing to drift
along wilh the current of evil, and do not
co-operate with the heavenly agencies in
restraining transgression in your family,
and in the church, in order that everlasting
righteousness may be brought in, you do
not have faith. Faith works by love and
purifies the soul. Through faith the Holy
Spirit works in the heart to create holiness
therein; but this cannot be done unJess the
human agent will work with Christ. We
can be fitted for heaven only through the
work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart; for
we must have Christ's righteousness as
our credentials if we would find access to
the Father. In order that we may have the
righteousness of Christ, we need daily to
be transformed by the influence of the
Spirit, to be a partaker of the divine nature.

IEllen G. White I

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to elevate
the taste, to sanctify the heart, to ennoble
the whole man.

Let the soul look to Jesus. "Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world." John 1:29. No one will
be forced to look to Christ; but the voice
of invitation is sounding in yearning
entreaty, "Look and live." In looking to
Christ, we shall see that His love is
without a parallel, that He has taken the
place of the guilty sinner, and has im-
puted unto him His spotless righteous-
ness. When the sinner sees His Saviour
dying upon the cross under the curse of
sin in his stead, beholding His pardoning
love, love awakes in his heart. The sinner
loves Christ, because Christ has first
loved him, and love is the fulfilling of
the law. The repenting soul realizes that
God "is faithful and just to forgive US
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrightcousness." 1 John 1:9. The Spirit
of God works in the believer's soul,
enabling him to advance from one line of
obedience to another, reaching on from
strength to greater strength, from grace
to grace in Christ Jesus.

God justly condemns all who do not
make Christ their personal Saviour; but



Though you may be weak, erring, frail, sinful,
and imperfect, the Lord holds out to you the
offer of partnership with Himself, inviting you
to come under divine instruction. Uniting with
Christ, you may work the works of God

He pardons every soul who comes to
Him in failh, and enables him to work
the works of God, and through faith to
be one with Christ. Jesus says of these, "I
in them, and thou in me, that they may
be made perfect in one [this unity brings
perfection of character]; and that the
world many know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast
loved me." John 17:23. The Lord has
made every provision whereby man may
have full and free salvation, and be
complete in Him. God designs that His
children shall have the bright beams of
the Sun of righteousness, that all may
have the light of truth. God has provided
salvation for the world at infinite cost,
even through the gift of His only begot-
ten Son. The apostle asks, uHe that
spared nol his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?" Ro-
mans 8:32. Then ifwe arc not saved. the
fault will not be on the part of God, but
on OUT part, that we have failed to co-
operate with the divine agencies. Our
will has not coincidcd with God's will.

The Rcdeemer of Ihe world clothed
His divinity with humanity, that He
might reach humanity; for il took the
divine and the human to bring into the
world the salvation that was needed by
fallen man. Divinity needed humanily
that humanity might afford a channel of
communication between God and man.
Man necds a powcr out of and abovc
himsclf to reSlore him to Ihe likeness of
God; but because he necds divine aid, it
does not make human activity unessen-
tial. Faith on the part of man is required;
for faith works by love and purifies the
soul. Failh lays hold upon Ihe virtue of
Christ. The Lord does not design thai
human power should be paralyzed; bUI
by co-operating with God, Ihe power of
man may be efficient for good. God does
not design that our will should be de-
stroyed; for it is through this very at-
tribute that we arc to accomplish the
work He would have us to do both at
home and abroad. He has given 10 every
man his work; and every true worker
sheds forth light 10 the world, because he
is united with God and Christ and
heavenly angels in the grand work of
saving the losl. From divine association
he becomes more and more intelligent in
working the works of God. In working
out what divine grace works in. the
believer becomes spiritually great. He
who works according to his intrusted
ability will become a wise builder [or the

Masler; for he is under the apprentice-
ship to Christ, learning to work the
works of God. He will not shun burdens
of responsibility, for he will realize that
each one must lift in the cause of God to
the extent of his ability, and he places
himself under the pressure of the work;
but Jesus does nOI leave His willing and
obedient servant to be crushed. It is not
the man who carries heavy responsibili-
ties in the cause of God who needs your
pity; for he is faithful and true in co-
operation with God; and through union
of divine and human effort, the work is
made complete. It is he who shuns re-
sponsibilities, who has no realization of
the privilege to which he is called, who is
an objeci of pity.

The upbuilding of Ihe kingdom of
God is retarded or urged forward accord-
ing to the unfaithfulness or fidelity of
human agencies. Unfaithfulness to the
cause of Christ makes manifest thai love
is lacking in the human agent. It was the
love of Chrisl that constrained Him to
come and seek and save that which was
lost. But Ihe love of Christ does not seem
to constrain those who profess His name;
for a deathlike slumber is upon the
human agents, and the work is hindered
by failure of the human to co-operate
with the divine. Men may pray, "Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as il is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10), but
fail in acting upon this prayer in their

lives. The living Christian is one who has
not left his first love, and his candlestick
is not removed out of its place. But those
whodo not maintain their consecration to
God are blind, and cannot see afar off,
and have forgOtten that they were purged
from their old sins. But though you may
be weak, erring, frail, sinful, and imper-
fect, the Lord holds out to you the offer
of partnership with Himself, inviting you
to come under divine instruction. Uniting
with Christ, you may work the works of
Goo. "Without me," said Christ, "ye can
do nOlhing." John 15:5

We are to work the works of Christ, to
learn the lesson He presented to His dis-
ciples, and reOect His character to the
world. Isaiah says, "Thy righleousness
shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord
shall be Ihy rearward." Isaiah 58:8. This is
the righteousness of Christ which goes
before us, and the glory of the Lord is to
be our rearward. Ye churehes of the living
God, study this promise, and consider
how your lack of faith, of spirituality, of
divine power, is hindering the coming of
the kingdom of God. Were every one of
you living missionaries, the gospel would
be speedily proclaimed in all counrries, to
all peoples, natiOns, and tongues. This is
the work that must be done before Christ
shall rome in power and great glory. I call
upon the chureh to pray earnestly that you
may understand your responsibilities. Are
you individually laborers together with
God? [fnot, why not? When do you mean
to do your God-appoinled work? God is
working, the agencies of heaven are at
work that the prayer may be [uUilIed,
"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven." Man is the agent
through whom God works for man, and
yel how few have given themselves unre-
servedly to work the works of God. Man
can accomplish nothing without Jesus,
and yet it is so arranged in the plan of
salvation, lhal ilS great objecl cannot be
consummated without human co-opera-
tion. Our work may appear small and

unimportant, and yet we are laoorers to-
gelher with God. Jesus has given us every
temporal and spirilual blessing; He died to
make propitiation for our sins and to
reconcile us to God. He hassenl forth light
and truth, that we should walk in the
beams of the Sun of righteousness, and
not in the sparks of our own kindling.
"Behold, what manner of love the

Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: there-
fore the world knoweth us nOl, because it
knew him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
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Those who are waiting to behold a magical
change in their characters, without a
determined effort on their part, will be
disappointed

what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is. And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure." 1 John 3:1-3. He
who hath this hope in him learns from the
Scriptures that he must be a worker to-
gether with God. There can be no such
thing as a slothful Christian. "fur the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; looking for
that blessed hope and the glorious appear-
ing of the grcat God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zcalous of good works." Titus 2:11-14

Those who are waiting to behold a
magical change in their characters,
without a determined effort on their part,
will be disappointed. With our limited
powers we are to be as holy in our sphere
as God is holy in His sphere. To the
extent of our ability we are to make
manifest the truth and love and excel-
lence of the divine character, and for this
reason we must draw (rom [he living

fountain. As the wax takes the impres-
sion of the seal, so the soul is to take the
impression of the Spirit of God, and
retain the moral image of Christ. We are
to become partakers of the divine nature,
realizing in our experience the vigor and
perfection of spiritual life.

We are to look unto Jesus, and by
beholding Him, we are to become
changed. "This is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." "He
that cometh from above is above all: he
that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh
of the earth: he that cometh from heaven
is above all. ... For he whom God hath
sent speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given

all things into his hand. He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son shall nOl see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him."
John 17:3; 3:31,34-36

Jesus "came unto his own, and his
own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believed on his name." John 1:11-
12. Of these the Saviour says, "The
Father himself loveth you, because ye
have loved me, and have believed that I
came out from God." "0 righteous
Father, the world hath not known thee:
but I have known thee, and these have
known that thou hast sent me. And I
have declared unto them thy name, and
will declare it; that the love wherewilh
thou hast loved me may be in them, and
I in them." John 16:27; 17:25-26

Christ came to reveal to the world the
knowledge of the character of God, of
which the world was destitute. This
knowledge was the chief treasure which
He commi lied to His discipIes to be
communicated to men. The truth of God
had been hidden beneath a mass of tradi-
tion and error. The sacrificial offerings
which had been instituted to teach men

concerning the vicarious atonement of
Christ, to teach them that without the
shedding of blood there is no remission
of sins, had become to them a stumbling
block. All that was spiritual and holy was
perverted to their darkened under-
standing. They were blinded by pride and
prejudiee so that they could not see to the
end of that which was abolished. Jesus
came to change the order of things that
then existed, and reveal to them the char-
acter of the Father. He drew aside the veil
which concealed His glory from the eyes
of mortals, and made manifest to the
world the only true and living God,
whom to know aright is life eternal. i!i!

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 607-<508
(November 1, 1892)

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Vitamin A

Several recent studies have shown
that vitamin A deficiency appears to
make people, especially children, prone
to infection. Science News, July 18,
1987, 46. I recall to your attention that
vitamin A was "discovered" by re-
searchers stUdying the residue of rice the
outer portion of which had been milled
off in the process of making white rice.

God designed all of His foods to be
wholesome, including the right combi-
nation of vitamins and nutrients in each
food for the human.

Subject: Organic Farming

Science News, vol. 132, December 5,
1987, 357, reports that there is definitive
evidence that the use of commercial fertil-
izers causes the erosion of topsoil. In two
fanms located literally side by side, the
effects are dramatic. The fanms have been
under cultivation since 1909, one continu-
ously with recommended doses of inor-
ganic fertilizers and pesticides since 1948,
and the other has used only organic mate-
rials. "The organic farm's topsoil was on
the average six inches thicker than its
neighbor's. In addition the organically
farmed soil held more moisture and had a
softer surface crust." It is estimated that a
conventionally farmed system could lose
all of its topsoil in 50 years.

Subject: Plants Filter Air

Science News, vol. 136, September
30, 1989, 212, reports that some house-
hold plants do actually remove pollu-
tants from the air.

Spider plants are marvelous at re-
moving pollutants from air. Other plants
vary in their efficiency. English ivy does
very well at removing benzene. Ficus did
well on formaldehyde. POlled mums per-
formed reasonably well on formalde-
hyde, benzene, and trichloroethylene.
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to the
The Road

JESUS had been cut off from the
fellowship of the church' and anyone

who confessed Him was in danger of the
same result.' Bccause the church was
not able to execute the death penalty,
Jesus was delivered to the Roman
government for sentencing and execu-
tion. The Roman government, however,
was not nearly as responsible for the
crucifixion as was the church. The One
who is JUdge over all the earth, from
whose sentence there is no appeal, said
to Pilate, "He that delivered me to you
has the greater sin." John 19:11. In the
day of judgment, this sentence will con-
stitute a death penalty to many religious
leaders ofall ages who have tried to hide
from their responsibility by saying that
it was the civil government who
punished heretics, dissenters, and those
who would not yield to ecclesiastical
authority for reason of conscience.

Religious persecution has often pre-
cipitated the very events it was supposed
to prevent. In Jesus' day the stated reasons
for the actions of the church in destroying
the Thacher from Nazareth whom they had
expelled were as follows: (1) The leaders
were concerned for the fut ure survival and
preservation of the church. (2) They were
afraid of future trouble from the Romans.
They feared that the Roman power would

persecute and destroy the church. (3) Per-
haps most of all they were afraid that the
existing organizational structure of the
church would be destroyed if Jesus were
to succeed. All three of these reasons were
stated by the highest church council and
recorded in John 11:48-50.

All these fears were more than realized
as a result of the religious persecution
inflicted upon Jesus. What they thought of
as the church was completely destroyed
by the Romans. Their organizational
structure and even their capacity to wor-
ship as formerly were destroyed. The
church they tried to preserve was frag-
mented and ruined.

What happened to the church in
Christ's day can happen again and should
be a warning for all churches today.
"Christ's act in cursing the tree which

His own power had created stands as a
warning to all churches and to all Chris-
tians.... In every age there is given to
men their day of light and privilege, a
probationary time in which they may
become reconciled to God. But there is a
limit to this grace. Mercy may plead for
years and be Slighted and rejected; but
there comes a time when mercy makes
her last plea.... Then the sweet, winning
voice entreats the sinner no longer, and
reproofs and warnings cease."J

One of the primary stated reasons for
religious persecution in all ages has been
the need for unity in the church, both in
doctrine and in practice. How shall we
relate to a person who we believe is in
error?

The Lord has given us specific in-
structions as 10 what OUf course should
be: "If you come to the Bible to find texts
simply to prove your theory or vindicate
your opinion, you will not be enlightened
by the Spirit of God; but if you come
with fasting and humiliation of soul, with
love for man and God in your heart, your
prayers will be answered and light will
break upon you....

is awitness ever present with
you who reads the motives, who knows
the thoughts and purposes of the heart. II
is safe to be always kind and courteous,
to manifest a hearty friendship and love
for your brethren. In councils or assem-
blies where differences of views are to
be discussed, you should remember that
the Master of assemblies is with you.
Unfairness, hard speeches, and efforts to
turn others away from an impartial deci-
sion, will all be recorded in the books of
heaven. If, upon a candid investigation,
your cherished ideas should be weak-
ened by a comparison with the law and
the testimony, do not let a willful, hard,
stubborn spirit rise up in opposition to
that which you see to be evidence
against your views. If a brother differs
with you, do not become provoked; treat
him with candor; do nOI overwhelm him
with assertions. ...
"If you think your brother believes

an error, you should deal with him con-
siderately, manifesting tenderness,
patience, and courtesy. You should rea-
son with him from the Word of God,
comparing scripture with scripture, con-
sidering carefully every jot of evidenee.
In no case should his words be made a
mailer of ridicule....

"There are men among us who profess
to understand the truth for these last days,
but who will nOI calmly investigate ad-
vanced truth. They are determined to
make no advance beyond the stakes which
they have set, and will nOI listen to those
who, they say, do not stand by the old
landmarks. They are so self-sufficient that
they cannot be reasoned with....

«There are terrible scenes before us,
and Satan is seeking to keep from our

10lVl Grosbo/l, dean of the Institute ofMillis·
try, Wichita, ]vmsas, writes from his home ill
Keene, Texas....---------l John Grosboll
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We should be very cautious lest we take the
first steps in this road that leads to the
inquisition

knowledge the very things that God
would have us knOW. God has messengers
and messages for His people. If ideas are
presented that differ in some points from
our fonner doclrincs, we must not con-
demn them without diligent search of the
Bible to see if they are true.'"

When Religion Is Dangerous

"The best of religion when corrupted
is ever the most dangerous in its in-
fluence upon minds. Pure, living religion
is found in obedience to every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth ofGod.'"

God has some pointed counsel for
any church or person who attempts to
solve differences in doctrine or practice
or anything else with a fellow Christian
by seeking the arm of the law.

Concerning going to coun against
each other, the Lord says: "Let these men
know that God does not hear their
prayers. They insult His holy name, and
He will leave them to the buffetings of
Satan until they shall see their folly and
seek the Lord by confession of their
"Those church members who appeal to
the couns of the world show that they
have chosen the world as their judge, and
their names are registered in heaven as
one with unbelievers.'" (In other words
they are not really pan of the church.) "Th
lean upon the arm of the law is a disgraoe
to Christians; yet this evil has been
brought in and cherished among the
Lord's chosen people. Worldly prin-
ciples have been stealthily introduced,
until in practice many of our workers are
becoming like the Laodiceans-half-
hearted, because so much dependence is
placed on lawyers and legal documents
and agreements. Such a condition of
things is abhorrent to God.'" Emphasis
supplied

The Three Steps to the Inquisition

There are three steps to the full
development of the inquisition. The first
step is to stop investigation by criticism.
Often this criticism takes the form of an
appeal for unity and a plea to "stand by
the old landmarks.''' The second step,
when the first does not succeed, involves
sending to prison those whodo not come
into unity with church authorities. The
third step, when the first two fail, is to
kill those who do not come into agree-
ment with church authorities.

"The papal authorities first ridiculed
the Reformers, and when this did not
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quench the spirit of investigation, they
placed them behind prison walls, loaded
them with chains, and when this did not
silence them or make them recant, they
finally brought them to the fagot and the
sword. We should be very cautious lest
we take the first steps in this road that
leads to the inquisition. The truth of God
is progressive; it is always onward, go-
ing from strength to a greater strength,
from light to a greater light. We have
every reason to believe that the Lord will
send us increased truth, for a great work
is yet to be done....

"Much has been lost because our
ministers and people have concluded
that we have had all the truth essential
for us as a people; but such a conclusion
is erroneous and in harmony with the
deceptions of Satan; for truth will be
constantly unfolding.""

A church can take the first step
toward the inquisition and go on for
years without taking the second step.
But once a church takes the second step
toward the inquisition, all the horrors of
the Dark Ages are in the offing unless
there is a heanfelt repentance and for-
saking of such abominations.

The lamentations of Jeremiah are a
"memorial of the folly of turning from
the counsels of Jehovah to human wis-
dom."" If we can go to court and put a
fellow Christian in jail at all, we are
accounted in the books of heaven as one
with unbelievers, obviously not part of
God's church but rather actuated by
another spirit.12But if we can go to court
and put a fellow Christian in jail for a
mere difference in religious belief, we
are far down the road to the inquisition.
It is time to weep between the porch and
the altar and to plead for the salvation of
Israel, even by judgments if need be. II
I The diclionary defines Ihe word 'church' in
several ways. This word c:m refer to (1) a
building used for worship, (2) to Ihc clergy of a
certain rcligious group, (3) to the legal organiza·

lion of a certain religious group, (4) to the local
assembly or congregation of a denomination,
(5) 10 Ihe worldwide membership of a denomi·
nalion, (6) to all who profess to be Christians.

While prophets writing in imperfect Ian·
guage, where one word can have several mean·
ings (see Selected Messages, book 1, 20-22),
use Ihc word with various of these definilions,
when Ellen While defines whal the church is,
she does nOI use any of Ihese dcfinitions. "God
has a church. It is not lhe grcal cathedral, neither
is it Ihe national establishmenl, neilher is il the
various denominations; it is ,llt: J'f!ople wlro lore
God and keep His commandments. .Where two
or Ihree are galhcred togcther in my name, there
am I in Ihe midsl of them: Manhew 18:20.
Where Chrisl is ever among lhe humble few, Ihis
is Chrisl's church, for Ihe prcscnce of the High
and Holy Onc who inhabitcth etcrnity can alone
constitute a church.
"Where two or three are presenl who love

and obey the commandments of God, Jesus
there ptesides, let it be in the d(..'SQlate place of
the earth, in Ihe wilderness, in Ihe cily enclosed
in prison walls." The Upward Look, 315; em-
phasis supplied
The Jews in the lime of Christ had a false

concept of Ihe church. They 11IOllgll1 it consisted
of those ",'ho had receil'ed tlle rite of circumci-
sion and were 10)'01 to thc traditions and or-
ganization ofJudaism--lhose .....ho made a pro-
fcssion of Jfldaism. (Sometimes their aClions
infcr that they thoughl the were lhe
church.) John the Baptist rebuked these er-
roneous beliefs. See The Desire ofAges, 104-

107. Loyalty 10 their church regulations and
organiz:uion became more importanl Ihan loy-
alty to God ....nd His statutes, and Ihis belief
caused Jesus"" great deal of difficully Ihrough-
out His lifc on earth. See Thf! Desire of Ages,
84-88;395-398

This fa.lse concepl was a major misconcep-
tion in Chrisl's day and likewise during the Dark
Ages. Wherever it is held men and women
develop a false sense of security, Ihinking they
are on the way 10 heaven when they :Ire in :I lost
condilion. The word 'church' is used in Ihis
false Jewish sense lhroughoutthis article.

2 See The Desire ofAges, 699
3 Ibid., 584, 587
-4 SigltS of'he Times, vol. 2, 386
s Ibid., 384
6 Selected Messages, book 3. 299
1 Ibid., 302-303
8 Ibid., 303
9 Signs of the Times, vol. 2, 386
IOlbid 385-386
IIPro;hets and Kings, 461
12See SelcctedMessages, book 3, 302-303



Religious Liberty
continued [rom 7

assurance of God's approval in all his
work. He is in danger of making wrong
moves, and it will be, with his tempera-
ment, exceedingly hard for him to ac-
knowledge that he has erred.

The work of God is precious in every
particular, and it is to go fOrlh to the
churches in all its divine fullness. Elder
Smith and Elder Littlejohn can communi-
cate the reasons of OUT faith in a clear and
understanding manner which will interest
and instruct minds, and if they have a
living connection with Jesus, power will
attend their labors. God has entrusted to
Brother Smith the treasures of His truth,
but he has naught wherein to boast be-
cause of this. He must walk humbly with
God, and God will work with him and for
him. He needs to drink deep draughts of
the living water, not occasionally but
continually, that he may present the ful-
mlment of prophecy with power and
fervency. Increased light will shine upon
all the grand truths of prophecy, and they
will be seen in freshness and brilliancy
because the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness will illuminate the whole.

Do we believe that we are coming to
the crisis, that we are living in the very last
scenes of the earth's history? Will we now
awaken and do the work which this time
calls for, or will we wait till the things
which I have presented come upon us?
God will make Brother Smith strong in
His strength if he will walk nOl in the
counsel of men but in the counsel of the
Holy One of Israel. My husband, myself,
and Brother Smith have been united in the
work for many years. From his youth,
Brother Smith has been engaged in the
work, and it has become a part of his
being. He knows our labor, and is ac-
quainted with the work that God has given
me to do, and, like John, he can speak of
the things which he has seen, and the
things that he has heard, and the ex-
perience he has had in relation to the work
God has given me to do. And this witness
Satan will strive most earncstly to silence,
that he may hetter obtain access to minds
by making of none effect the Testimonies
of the Spirit ofGod.

Brethren and sisters, the Lord wants to
impart to us increased light. He desires
that we shall have distinct revealings of
His glory, that ministers and people shall

become strong in His strength. When the
angel was about to unfold to Daniel the
intensely interesting prophecies to be re-
corded for us who are to witness their
fulfillment, the angel said, "Be strong,
yea, be strong." Daniel 10:19. We are to
receive the very same glory that was
revealed to Daniel, because it is for God's
people in these last days, that they may
give the trumpet a cenain sound.

God help us to work unitedly and as
we never have worked before, is my
prayer. There is need now of faithful
Calebs, whose voices will he heard in
elear, ringing notes, saying of the im-
monal inheritance, "Let us go up at
once, and possess it; for we arc welJ
able." Numbers 13:30. We need now the
courage of God's faithful servant of old.
NOI one wavering, uncenain notc should
come from the watchers' trumpets. They
must be true to the sacred, solemn work
that has been entrusted to them, and lead
the flock of God in right pathways on-
ward and upward to victory. I!!I

The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials,
501-515

iLinr QJIpon iLiur Einr UlIpon Einr 1!:inr ([(pon 1!:inr

I have repeatedly been shown that we might receive far more favors than we do in many ways if we would approach men in
wisdom, acquaint them with our work, and give them an opportunity of doing those things which it is our privilege to induce
them to do for the advancement of the work of God. Testimonies to Ministers, 203

The founders of the nation wisely sought to guard against the employment of secular power on the part of the church, with its
inevitable result-intoleraace and persecution. The Great Controversy, 442

In 1844, when anything came to our attention that we did not understand, we kneeled down and asked God to help us take the
right position; and then we were able to come to a right understanding and see eye to eye. There was no dissension, no enmity,
no evil-surmising, no misjudging of our brethren. If we but knew the evil of the spirit of intolerance, how carefully would we
shun it! Gospels Workers, 302

As religious aggression subverts the liberties of our nation, those who would stand for freedom of conscience will be placed in
unfavorable positions. For their own sake, they should, while they have opportunity, become intelligent in regard to disease, its
causes, prevention, and cure. And those who do this will lind a lield of labor anywhere. There will be sulTering ones, plenty of
them, who will need help, not only among those of our own faith, but largely among those who know not the truth. Counsels on
Health, 506

The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be clearly understood by the people of God. All need a
knowledge for themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible for them to
exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to occupy the position which God designs them to fill. The Great Controversy,
488

If you bring Christ into the home, you will know good from evil. You will be able to help your children to be trees of
righteousness, bearing the fruit of the Spirit. The Adventist Home, 17
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Gorbachev, God and Socialism

Joe Maniscalco, a well-known Adventist il-
lustrator, writes from Dos Rios, California

"I ask our people to study the twenty-
eighth chapter of Ezekiel. The repre-
sentation here made, while it refers pri-
marily to Lucifer, the fallen angel, has yet
a broader significance. Not one being, but
a general movement, is described, and one
that we shall witness. A faithful study of
this chapter should lead those who are
seeking for truth to walk in all the light
that God has given to His people, lest they
be deceived by the deceptions of these last
days." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 4, 1162

In the April 19, 1898, Review and
Herald she says:
"'The mystery of iniquity dOlh al-

ready work: only he who now letteth
will let, until he be taken out of the way.
And then shall that Wicked be revealed,
whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his corning:
2 Thessalonians 2:7-K"

After quoting from 2 Thessalonians
2, she connects this text with Ezekiel 28:

" 'Son of man, say unto the prince of
Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord God; Because
thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said,
I am a God, I sit in the seat ofGod, in the

Gorbachev: "We have changed our
views on religion."
John Paul II: "We welcome presi-

dents from every comer of the globe."
The conversation stressed reunifica-

tion of Europe through the medium of
Christianity and international solidarity,
the healing of a l,OOO-year rift between
the Orthodox Church of Russia and the
Vatican.
nus meeting was said to be a "major

triumph ofJohn Paul II."Newsweek called
it "The Higher Summit," "John Paul II and
Gorbachev reasoned together." The first
paragraph stated: "'nus is the Holy
Father,' said Soviet leaderMikhail GOlba-
chev, introducing his host to his wife,
Raisa. We are aware we are dealing with
the highest religious authority of the
wOlld."Newsweek, December 11, 1989

For years Seventh-day Adventists
have had counsel on the end-time move-
ments in the Spirit of Prophecy. We are
seeing these prophecies rapidly fulfilling
as we enter the 19905. Now, as never
before, we must be wide-awake.

There is a thought-provoking state-
ment in the Spirit of Prophecy dealing
with the movements surrounding the Vat-
ican that could very well deseribe what
we are seeing take place. Ellen White
comments on Ezekiel 28:

Joe Maniscalco

GORBACHEY, God and Socialism"
was the title introducing an article

in Time magazine on Gorbachev's visit
to see the Pope on December 1, 1989. In
it the following paragraph was most
pertinent.
"Enroute to Malta, Gorbachev

stopped in Rome to visit John Paul II. His
momentous meeting with the pope
marked the beginning of the end of more
than seventy years ofantagonism between
the Kremlin and the Russian Orthodox
Church. The first Soviet Communist Party
boss to set foot on \-\ltican soil, Gmbachev
conferred with the pope for an unex-
pectedly long seventy-five minutes in the
library of the 16th century Apostolic
Palace. Addressing John Paul II as 'Your
Holiness'-no small gesture for the leader
of a nation and party formally pledged to
atheism. Gorbachev promised that the
Supreme Soviet would 'shortly' pass a
law guaranteeing religious freedom for all
believers. Gorbachev also agreed to re0-
pen diplomatic relations with the \-\ltican
and discussed a possible papal visit to the
Soviet Union sometime in the future."
Time, December 11, 1989

The news media featured this unusual
meeting on the major TV networks. Some
of the statements made during the Golba-
chev-John Paul II discussion follow:
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"We need spiritual values," Gorbachev
declared the day before the Vatican meeting.
"We need a revolution of the mind."

midst of the seas; yet thou an a man, and
not God, though thou set thine hean as
the hean of God: ... therefore thus saith
the Lord God; Because thou hast set
thine hean as the hean of God; behold,
therefore I will bring strangers upon thee,
the terrible of the nations: and they shall
draw their swords against the beauty of
thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy
brightness. They shall bring thee down to
the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of
them that are slain in the midst of the
seas. Wilt thou yet say before him that
slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be
a man, and no God, in the hand of him
that slayeth thee. Thou shalt die the
deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand
ofstrangers: for I have spoken it, saith the
Lord.' Ezekiel 28:2, 6-9."

Commenting on these texts she says:
"The time is fast approaching when

this scripture will be fulfilled. The world
and the professedly Protestant churches
arc in this our day taking sides with the
man of sin: and to those who have the
light on the commandments of God is
the message given, 'Let us therefore
fear, lest, a promise being left us of
entering into his rest, any of you should
seem to come short of it. For unto us was
the gospel preached, as well as unto
them: but the word preached did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith
in them that heard it. ... For he spake in
a certain place of the seventh day on this
wise, And God did rest the seventh day
from all his works.' Hebrews 4:1-2, 4.
The great issue that is coming will be on
the seventh-day Sabbath. This day God
would have us reverence. 'I am the Lord
your God,' He declared; 'walk in my
statutes, and keep my judgments, and do
them; and hallow my sabbaths; and they
shall be a sign between me and you, that
ye may know that I am the Lord your
God.' Ezekiel 20:19-20." Review and
Herald, vol. 3, 561

Notice, weare told that weare to study
this chapter, Ezekiel 28, because "the
representation here made, while it refers
primarily to Lucifer, the fallen angel, has
yet a broader significance. Not one being,
but a general movement, is described, and
one that we shall witness."

What is this general movement that
we shall witness? We read again the com-
ments on Ezekiel 28 quoted from the
Review and HeralLJ, vol. 3, 561: "The
time is fast approaching when this scrip-
ture will be fulfilled. The world and the
professedly Protestant churches are in this
our day taking sides with the man ofsin."

We find the phrase "theman DEsio" in
2 Thessalonians 2:3. And in this article the
Spirit of Prophecy ties verses 7 and 8 of
2 Thessalonians with Ezekiel 28:2, 6-10.

Is the Spirit of Prophecy specific on
who "the man of sin" is? Notice the
following statement: "By their treatment
of His Word the popes have exalted
themselves above the God of heaven.
This is the reason that in prophecy the
papal power is specified as 'the man of
sin.' Satan is the originator of sin. The
power that he causes to alter anyone of
God's holy precepts is 'the man of sin.'
Under Satan '$ special direction the
papal power had done this very work."
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7, 911. Daniel 7:25 states
that the lillie-hom power (the Papacy)
shall "think to change times and laws."

In another statement the pope is
called "Satan's right-hand man." Review
and Herald, vol. 2, 26

Could it be possible that the general
movement prophesied to take place is
indeed taking place today? We are
seeing events that are unprecedented in
history-the leader of a nation pledged
to atheism coming to the Vatican and
inviting the pope to come to the USSR.

The article in Time notes:
"When the Holy Roman Emperor

Henry IV decided to seck the pardon of
Pope Gregory VIl in 1077, he stood
barefoot for three days in the snow outside
the papal quarters in Canossa, Italy. Gor-

bachev's concordat with the church was
no less significant in its way. But there
was a crucial difference: as is often the
case with Gorbachev, he achieved his
reconciliation without humiliation." The
anicle continued. "'We need spiritual
values,' Gorbaehev declared the day
before the '.\ttican meeting. 'We need a
revolution of themind' "

Gorbachev addressed the pope as
"Your Holiness" and "the Holy Father."
Both titles should be addressed only to our
heavenly Father, our Creator God. The

pope claims the title "Vicar of the Son of
God." Gorbachev is also urging a thiny-
five nation Helsinki Conference to find
solutions to common European problems.
A general movement is taking place, and
the man of sin is the one with whom the
world and the professedly Protestant
churches arc taking sides in this our day.

Let us again read Ezekiel 28:2, "Be-
cause thine heart is lifted up, and thou
hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of
God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou an
a man, and not God, though thou set
thine heart as the heart of God."

In 1914, fourteen nationswere repre-
sented at the Vatican. In 1989, before the
Gorbaehev-John Paul n visit, every im-
portant nation exccpf Russia was repre-
sented in the Vatican. But now we sec
the diplomatic ties forming between
Russia and the Vatican.

Paul wrote of events that must take
place before the second advent of Christ:

"Let no man deceive you by any
means: for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdi-
tion; who opposcth and exalteth himself
above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; SO that he as God silleth in
the temple of God, showing himself that
he is God." 2 Thessalonians

The man ofsin was to arise, and do his
work ofexaltation and blasphemy, before
the coming ofChrist. That great event was
to be preceded by a falling away. There

would be revealed a fonn of antichrist,
and the leaven of apostasy was to work
with increasing power to the end of time.
See Review and HeralLJ, July 31, 1888

Surely we can sec the increasing pow-
er of the Papacy. Great and solemn events
are taking place all about us. Revelation
13:3 reads, '\<\nd I saw one of his heads as
it were wounded to death, and his deadly
wound was healed: and all the world
wondered after the beast." The deadly
wound is almost completely healed; all the
world is now wondering after the beast. !!I
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It is easy to see that the investigative judgment
fits very poorly with once-saved-always-saved
and its companion doctrine of predestination

Walter Martin
cOnlinued from 21

didn't He?' And Dr. Heppenstall said,
'Yes, into the Second Apartment, into the
Holiest of all, with His own blood at the
resurrection. The text says so.'

"Murdoch said the same thing. Now,
you can read Desmond Ford on this in
great detail. He's probably one of your
most articulate, and surely one of your
most brilliant men I've met on Adventism
and on general theology. 1 think you'll
find that he's done a very commendable
job of exegeting this as well, but that was
admitted at that time [in the 1950sJ....
"Now if you read Questions on

Doctrine on this, they went very clearly
and in depth to explain what Jesus did
from their perspective of clarification.
Now, 1 don't really care whether you
say, (clarify' or 'reverse field,' the
important thing is, you get back to what
the text says. The ultimate point of
contention is 'what does the text say?'
Not what somebody says the text says. 1
had enough of that in Romanism. 1 had
enough of it in my upbringing of the
Church. 1 don't care what somebody
says the text says. That's why 1 learned
the language to find out what the text
says. And 1 know what it says. And it
says it didn't happen in 1844.... [See
footnote for explanation of elipsis] You
can believe it if you want to, but it [isn't]
there. Now that's clarification, or rever-
sal, but it sure is truth.'"

From dialogue of this sort it must be
obvious to OUf readers that any believer
in historic Adventist truth listening to
such a presentation must have found it
extremely difficult to hold his peace.
Still, there seems to have been no
distracting remonstrances on the part of
the ministerial audience. Again, it should
be pointed out that this account was
given in the full knowledge that no
"eyewitnesses" could be called to con-
tradict it. Nonetheless, let us consider a
few more of the ministers' questions and
Dr. Martin's responses.

Question: "How does a church
change? Des Ford is still preaching, but
without credentials. Many feel that he
aceurately states the issues. Is it enough
for us to (a) preach the truthoursclves, and
(b) wait for more funerals, since younger
Seventh-day Adventist preachers tend
more toward the Evangelical positions, or
should [we] do something more?"

Martin: "You're in between a rock
and the hard place if you're an Adventist
and you get pushed up against the wall
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in relation to Mrs. White and some of the
hard line views which have been taken.
You have your credentials, you have
your church, you have your teaching
ministry, wherever it may be, or
whatever your function is, and the
temptation is to stay within the fold of
the church and work for change within
the church. That philosophy has been
going on now since 1957 to 1960 when
it first started out with Questions on
Doctrine and The Truth About Seventh-
day Adventism, and it has managed to
generate a considerable amount of con-
troversy.

"However, there has to be on the part
of every individual, a moment of truth, a
time for commitment one way or another,
and that involves sometimes great loss
from the perspective of time and space. I
admire those Seventh-day Adventist min-
isters and those in positions of authority,

and pastors, and teachers who have felt
that in good conscience they couldn't
accept some of the things which they
previously believed and put the flag upon
the pole for everybody to see, lovingly
and forcefully, and I would say personally
that that was the right decision to make,
but 1can't play Holy Spirit and conscience
for everybody else. That would be my
conviction on the subject. 1think Ford did
the right thing. I think that he was sort of
like a modern-day Martin Luther.'''

As might have been expected, Dr.
Martin had a considerable amount to say
about Ellen White. His position was an
interesting one, though surprising from
someone who relied so heavily on
"logic." He freely admitted that Mrs.
White did, on occasion at least, "have
access to supernatural information" and
that "the Lord did use her specifically to
accomplish a certain thing" at certain
times." At the same time he found great
fault with her Writings, styled her a
"female pope," and asserted that she was
often mistaken and deluded in regard to
her understanding of inspiration in her

own life: "What we're talking about is a
person who has the gift of prophecy at
various times, but oOl all the time, and
therefore [it was] perfectly possible for
her to have made mistakes and exeget-
ical errors."" Much as in his book The
Kingdom ofthe Cults, Martin referred to
a great mass of "evidence" which he
asserted demonstrated Ellen White's
failings. But again we find that he
presents nothing of any consequence for
actual consideration-"Well, 1 don't
have a suitcase of documents with me.
Obviously I'm limited in that respect.""

The other major topic of former
years, the sanctuary and the investiga-
tive judgment, also came up in discus-
sion. Ken Samples expressed concern
over a perceived loss of "assurance"
from which Adventists are presumed to
suffer. This concern is easily understood
when it is remembered that Mr. Samples

describes himself as holding to "a
mcxlerate view within Calvinism," After
a discussion of the "supralapsarian:'
"infralapsarian:' and "double predesti-
nation" views of various Calvinists,
Samples fortunately elarified his posi-
tion by saying that, in his opinion, "a
truly regenerated believer is nol going
to end up in reprobation.un [n other
words, he believes in the doctrine of
once-saved-always-saved.

Though it was never explicitly said
by either Martin or Samples, it is easy to
see that the investigative judgment fits
very poorly with this doctrine and its
companion doctrine of predestination.
Such is to be expected when discussing
theology with Calvinists, whether they
be moderate or not.

As always, though, one point of
theology will affect others, and here is
where the most serious problems arise.
While addressing what he saw as the
dangers of antinomianism, Dr. Marlin
shared the following insight into his
thinking: "Do we invalidate the truth of
the law by faith? No, we establish the



truth of the law. The only horrible part
about it is, you ean't keep it."14 We might
wish he had added, "in your own
strength," but the sad fact is that those
who hold to Calvinistic beliefs deny the
power of the Lord to keep the believer
from falling. To them, the Christian life
presents no hope of victory over sin at
any point this side of translation.

Ellen White, of course, disagrees:
"Satan declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughters of Adam to
keep the law of God, and thus charged
upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If
they could not keep tbe law, then there
was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who
arc under the control of Satan repeat
these accusations against God, in assert-
ing that men eannot keep the law ofGod.
Jesus humbled Himself, clothing His
divinity with humanity, in order that He
might stand as the head and repre-
sentative of the human family, and by
both precept and example condemn sin
in the flesh, and give the lie to Satan's
charges." Signs ofthe Times, vol. 3, 264

It is this very issue which makes
Calvinism such a dangerous teaching,
for the preconceptions of Calvinistic
thought blind the mind to the very heart
of Christ's purpose in coming to earth.

All in all, it was a very interesting day,
an opportunity to learn something of the
man who seemed to know SO much about
us for SO long. It seems hard to understand
how a man could spend thirty-five years

observing God's remnant church as
closely as WlIterMartin did, and yet fail to
find in its message anything which would
draw him to it. Perbaps, at last, we can
begin to see something of the cause.
Sadly, though, it seems tbat any under-
standing we might have gained has come
much too late. Too late for the benefit of
those who represented the Seventh-day
Adventist Church thirty-five years ago.
And too late for Dr. Martin as well.

The two meetings in Lorna Linda
were the last opportunity we bad to pre-
sent the distinctive truths ofAdventism to
WlIter Martin. Five months later, on the
twenty-sixth of June, 1989, he suffered a
sudden hcart attack, and so closed his
earthly pilgrimage. Thus ended the long
story of Adventism and 'MIiter Martin.

Much might be said in retrospect. The
lessons to be learned are many. Ofall that
might be said, perbaps two statements-
one by 'MIlter Martin and one by Ellen
White-most deserve our thought.

"What we're facing in Adventism is
a widening gap which no amount of
sweeping under the rug will cure, and
that eventually, if not while we arc alive,
as sure as you're breathing the air in the
room now, will eventually cause more
problems than Adventism can ever
possibly deal with.""

"I am determined that our only safety
is in being joined to the Lord Jesus
Christ. We can afford to lose the
friendship of worldly men."" I!!I

1 Between Walter Mar1in, Ken Samples,
and the Facuhy of the School of Religion, Lorna
Linda University (Lorna Linda and La Sierra
Campuses) al Linda Hall of the Campus Hill
Scventh-day Advenlist Church on
January 26 from I 10 3 P,M.,·· 1. This 56-p'lgC
typewrillcn transcript presents the dialogue of
the second of two meetings held on this datc;
hence it will be referrcd to as Tran-
script Two.

'2 "Walter Martin and Ken Samples Meeting with
Ministers, Loma Linda Campus Hill Sevcnlh-
day Adventist Church, January 26, 1989;' 3.
This 57-page typewritlen trnnscript presents the
dialogue of the first of two meetings held on this
date; hcnce it will hereafter be referred to as
TranscriplOne.

) Transcript Two, 1
4 Ibid., 6
S Transcript One, 11-12. Thc clipsis found in this
quotation is of particular interest. The video tape
of these mectings faithfully records Dr. Martin'S
response to Ihe idca that he "whipped these poor
old men into shape and gOlthem 10 sell Advcnl-
ism out 10 Evangelicalism," While this response
falls short of what would usually be considered
profanity, his expression of disgust is both un-
transcribable and of questionable propriety for
inclusion in print.

6 Ibid., 18
7 Ibid., 2£>.-27
8 Ibid., 31-33. Somewhat as in Ihe case of foot-
note five, an e1ipsis has taken the pl3cc of Dr.
Martin's exprt•.'SSion of opposition 10 the hisloric
Adventist truth of the sanctu3ry doctrine,

9 Ibid., 40-41
10 ibid 38

Two, 28-29
12Transcripl One, 35
I3Transcript Two, 36-38
t41bid 48
tSlbid:: 12
16The Paliison Collection, 206

Walter R. Martin-What was he really like?
Seldom has any man exerted such a strong

and widespread influence on the Seventh-day
Adventist Church as did Waiter Martin, and
when it is remembered that he never was a
church member this considerable influence be-
comes all the more amazing.
Many readers of the four-part series ''Advent-

ism and Waiter Martin" have been intrigued by
the story of this man who seems to loom so
much larger than life. But what was he really
like?
Now you can find out for yourself. The two

meetings described in Part Four of the series

provide the best opportunity for the average Ad-
ventist laymember to see just how it was that
Dr. Martin related to God's remnant church.
Here we see Walter Martin talking, not in a
vacuum, but face to face with Adventist pastors
and university professors.
This remarkable occasion has been pre-

served in typewritten transcript, audio cassette
tape, and video tape. Suggested donations are
$3 for typed transcripts, $6 for audio cassettes,
and $15 for video cassette. All amounts are
given in U.S. funds. Please include ten percent
($1 minimum) for shipping and handling.
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Ahara en Espaflol-Now in Spanish
Ahara Ud. puede comparlirLa con

sus amigos y vecinos hispanos. La es una
revista que les ayudara a comprender que estamos invo-
lucrados en medio de un conflicto c6smico y tragico. Es-
te ejemplar con comentarios inspirados enfoca tal contro-
versia. Aqui Ud. vera el ari-
gen del mal, la naturaleza de
su ataque, y la respuesta del
gobiemo del cielo. Aqui es-
tan los asuntos que envuel-
yen a cada persona que posee
el sentido de la rawn y libre
albedrio. La donaci6n sugeri-
da es de U.S. $1.00 d61ar por
cada revista; en cantidades de
250 mas 1l0.75, y por 100 0
mas revistas 1l0.35. Aiiada un
10% para cubrir los gastos del franqueo y manutenci6n.

Now you can share Truth For Todaywith your Spanish
friends and neighbors. Our newly printed translation, La

will help them comprehend the cosmic and
tragic conflict in which we are involved. Through the in-
spired account ofEUen White they wiU see the inception of

the nature of its attack, and the response of the gover-
ment ofHeaven. Here are issues which involve every per-
son endowed with a sense of reason and free choice. Sug-
gested donation is $1.00dollar far single copies; 5O<t each
in quantities of25 or more; 35¢ each for 100or more. Add
10% for postage & handling when your order in quantities.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

Address Correction Requested
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed

Y para aquellos que se han unido al pueblo remanen-
te,Nuestro Fume Fundnmento les ofrece los siguientes
numeros especiales para consolidar su fe en el mensaje
adventista hist6rico: 1- El Centenario de 1888. 2-La Jus-
tificaci6n por la Fe. 3-Cristo y su Santuario. 4-Los Even-
los Venideros. El quinto numero est<! siendo preparado.
La donaci6n sugerida para una subscripci6n de 5 nume-
ros especiales es de U.S. $8.00 d6lares y $1.75 por cada
revista. Para Canada yMexico: 1a subscripci6n cuesta
U.S.$l1.00 d61ares. En el extranjero (par via maritima):
U.S. $13.50 d6lares. Dirija pronto sus pedidos a la direc-
ci6n que aparece abajo.

And for those who
have joined the remnant
church,Nuestro Firme
FundamenJooffers the fol-
lowing special issues to
consolidate their faith in
the historical Adventist
message: 1-1888 Cen-
teniaL 2-Righteousness
by Faith. >-Christ and
His Sanctuary. 4-Com-
ing Events. The fifth issue is in preparation. Suggested
donation for single copies is $1.75 each; a subscription
for all five is just U.S. $8.00 dollars. For Canada and
Mexico, the subscription is U.S. $11.00 dollars. Overseas
(surfaoe mail): U.S. $13.50. Send your orrlers soon to the
address below.
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